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A Prayer for Two Children . 


By W. Rupert Clark 
The children which God hath given me: — Hebrews 2: 13. 


YUIDE their tiny, wavering feet, 
Saviour Jesus, Lord most sweet ; 
Aged Five and Aged Three, 
I commend them, Lord, to Thee! 


There are paths where dangers lurk, 
Nights o’ethung with mist and murk, 
Snares for feet of Five and Three ; 

I entrust them, Lord; to Thee ! 


And, to save them from all harm, 
Shine through me with perfect charm, 
Thus to win both Five and Three; 

I weuld lead them, Lord, to Thee! 


Father-love and mother-love, 

And Thy love brought from above, 
These shall safeguard Five and Three ; 
I commit them, Lord, t6 Thee! 





Man’s Deterioration 

Mankind is moving downhill, not up. On the phys- 
ical side alone this is-evidént in many ways, and it also 
appears in a fact that we may have overlooked in the 
early chapters of sis. Of the ten patriarchs whose 
ages and families are recorded in Genesis 5, their great 
longevity is notable: seven lived more than nine hun- 
dred years each, one lived more than eight hundred 


years, one lived more than seven hundred years. That 


was before the flood, when mankind was in its begin- 
nings and before the sin of men had become as terrible 
and universal as Genesis 6 records. The judgment of 
the flood followed, and a new start for the human race 
was made through the one righteous family of Noah. 
Then comes another historical list of the ages of men, 
in Genesis 11.. Of Noah’s sons, Shem lived six hundred 
years, and two of his sons lived to be more than four 
hundred years each, while two others were more than 
two hundred years old when they died. The ages of 
men after the flood were much less than the ages of the 
earlier patriarchs. For we are told that Abraham, liv- 
ing to be 175,-“died in a good old age, an old man, and 
full of years”. (Gen. 25:8). Isaac lived to be 180, 
“being old and full of days” (Gen 35:29). Jacob died 
at 147, Joseph at 110. Moses died at 120; “his eye was 
not dim, nor his natural force abated” (Deut. 34:7). 
As history moves forward the age of men grows less 
and the sin of men grows greater. This is the plain 
teaching of the Bible, and is significantly contradictory 
_ of the theories of evolution. But when the’ Lord inter- 
venes to stop this awful fall and deterioration of men, 
by coming again to this earth and reigning over it, then 
Eden conditions will be restored and men shall enjoy 
their former longevity. “There shall be no more thence 
an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled 


his days: for the child shall die an hundred years 
old,”— that is, one who dies at the early age of a hun- 
dred years will be cut off in infancy. Redemption will 
do what evolution (which does not exist) could never 


do, 
a 
The Offensive Cross 


Calvary is an offense to mankind. Because of this 
there is a widespread and popular preaching of the 
cross of Christ which is not offensive but quite accept- 
able to men. We are told that the Lord Jesus Christ 
died on the cross just to show how self-sacrificing he 
was, and as an expression of God’s great love for .us. 
These things are true; the cross of Christ indeed shows 
us God’s love and the Son’s great sacrifice. But such 
statements about the cross leave out something very 
vital, and that something is the offensive part of it,— 
offensive to the natural man, who hates to recognize 
the exceeding sinfulness of his own sin. An editorial 
in “Christianity Today” has stated clearly and un- 
compromisingly certain sharp contrasts between the 
popular religion of an emasculated Christianity and the 
true revelation given by God in the Scriptures. It 
speaks of the lines that are drawn today: “Theism 
Over against atheism; Christ the God-man over against 
the man Jesus; the cross as a sacrifice to satisfy divine 
justice over against the cross as a symbol of self-sacri- 
fice.” That last statement cuts deep. “The offence of 
the cross” (Gal. 5:11) is that it shows forth, not only 
God’s great love and infinite self-sacrifice, but also 
God’s perfect righteoustiess and justice and hatred of 
sin: a just hatred of sin so inviolate that, even when 
the sin-Bearer was his only Son, the penalty of sin 
must be paid. Because “the wages of sin is death,” and 
because Christ who knew no-sin was made sin for us 
(2 Cor. 5:21), God’s justice had to condemn his own 
Son to death. He did so: for the first time in eternity 


Father and Son were separated, and the cry of agony 
on the cross was heard: “My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?” Men do not like to admit that 
their sins are so terrible and abhorrent that the cross 
of Christ and the offense of the cross were necessary if 
men were to be saved. But through all eternity re- 
deemed sinners will be praising God that the Father 
and the Son were willing to accept the offense of the 
cross, and that his redeeming love has enabled many 
sinners to do so. 
a 


.Who Are the Peacemakers? 


What is the real meaning of the beatitude, “Blessed 
are the peacemakers?” (Matt. 5:9.) It is often sup- 
posed that this refers to those who end or prevent 
quarrels, bringing together people who have been in 
controversy; or, in a larger sphere, those who end or 
prevent wars between nations. While all this is often 
a right thing to do, the Bible certainly goes beyond 
that. There is only one true peace, and it can be made 
by God alone. This peace was made by God's gift of 
his Son to bear our sins and to die as our Substitute 
on the cross, thus reconciling to God those who were 
his enemies. “When we were enemies, we were recon- 
ciled to God by the death of his Son” (Rom, 5:10). 
“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom 5:1). 
While it is only God who can thus bring to pass this 
true peace; we are “peacemakers” when we bring men 
to Christ and lead them to accept the peace wh God 
which his death and resutrection accomplished. With- 
out this men are at enmity with God; when they accept 
Christ as Saviour, the war is over. Soul winners there- 
fore are the true peacemakers; this is why peacemakers 
“shall be called the children of God,” for the supreme 
interest and purpose of God’s children should be to 
bring others into his family. - 


How to Study the Word 


“Search the scriptures; for in them -ye think ye have 
eternal life: and they are they which testify of me” 
(John 5:39). 


TUDY by books because many of the books of 
the Bible have a.continuous story. and you need to 
read the whole book to get it. The book of Ruth, 

the book of Job, the book of Esther all have a story 
that would be broken if you did not read the whole book. 


So it is with chapters. There area great many chap- 
ters that we need to read in their entirety. Take the 
great love chapter (1 Cor. 13), the great resurrection 
chapter (1 Cor. 15), the Shepherd Psalm (Psalm 23). 
All those should be read as a whole. They constitute 
an.entire message. 


Then again by verses. Mare Bporle think this a 
fragmentary way of studying thé-“Word of God, yet I 
imagine every Christian man would say that the richest 
treasures of the morning ‘watch are usually found in 
some single verse that goes with you all through the 
day to strengthen your heart, inspire your life, and 
stimulate your service for Jesus Christ. The riches of 
the Word of God for most of us, I dare say, cluster 
around single verses. 

One of the most precious ways of studying the 
Word. of God is to commit to memory single verses — 
a single verse a day for six days, then reviewing on 
the seventh day. In a year you would have more than 
300 verses of Scripture hidden in your heart, and you 
would be rich in the Word of God. 

I recall a young man whom I used to meet at our 
Bible conferences. He was an illiterate man, but he 
had set his: mind to this plan of getting a verse a day 
of the Bible. When I first met him he had been work- 
ing on it for eight years. He had committed over two 
thousand verses of the.Scripture to memory. His 
prayer was a marvel... It was like a rich brocade of 
silver and gold of the Word of God, interwoven with 
praise, testimony, and petition. It was a marvelous 








thing to hear that young man, a workman in a steel 
mill, give his testimony for God, and yet it all came 
from committing one verse of Scripture a day. 


Then again, study the Word by topics. Some think 
topical study a poor plan. Yet it is one of God’s rich- 
est. In my own life it-has been one of the most preci- 
ous. One thing I would like to-say about topical study. 
Do not sit down and work and strain to get your own 
ideas about the topic you have chosen. Take your Bible 
and your marginal references and look carefully through 
the Word of God to find: what God says about your 
topic. Then when you are through, you have a rich 
collection of God’s thoughts upon the theme you have 
chosen, instead of your own human opinions and ideas. 
Take a thought like atonement, love, faith, guidance, 
abiding — any of these — and just search the Word of 
God to find what God says: “As you do so you will be 
growing constantly richer in that Word. 


Seek the Literal Meaning — Try to find the literal 
meaning in your Greek Testament, if you know that, or 
in your Young’s or Strong’s Concordance, or in your 
Rotherham’s translation. The literal meaning of the 
Word is always a blessing and help in your Bible study. 

I remember when I first discovered the literal mean- 
ing of the word “chasteneth.” I always associated it 
with the word chastise; most Christians do. I found 
it meant “child-train,” to train as a child, and the whole 
passage changed. Chasten does not mean to chastise; 
it theans to make chaste spiritually. “Whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth.” He makes pure. He purges 
that we might be partakers of his holiness ; God’s whole 
purpose in child-trainink is a Father-purpose of love. 
It brings joy and comfort to your soul to know that 
1. paca is not a proof of God’s anger but of God’s 
ove. 

Take that word in Hebrews 12:2, “Looking unto 
Jesus.” The literal meaning of that word has no corre~ 
sponding meaning in English. The word literally means 
“off-looking” in the Greek Testament and in Luther’s 
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Bible. It means off-looking from the things that dis- 
turb and distress and bother us, “unto Jesus.” Looking 
off from these things, “Looking unto Jesus.” You 
know how it distresses us to look at things and think 
and think until we begin to worry and be anxious. 
Christ warns us against that. The Psalmist has the 
same truth. “Mine eyes are ever toward the Lord; 
for he shall pluck my feet out of the net.” That seems 
strange for a man whose feet are beset with traps and 
nets to have his eyes unto the Lord. But if “mine eyes 
are ever toward the Lord,” he takes care of my feet. 

“In my Father’s house are many mansions” (John 
14:2). The word “mansion” means “abiding place.” 
It is the picture of a man lost in the gloom and the 
storm and the night, who comes to a cottage, knocks at 
the door and says, in response to the inquiry from with- 
in: “I want a place to stay.” No longer the change 
and the shift and the wanderings of this life, but a place 
to stay. “They shall go no more out.” 


Use the Best Possible Translation— There are many 
translations these days. What shall we do about them? 
Submit them to these two tests. Translations should be 
idiomatic; translations should be accurate. A good 
English translation should be in good English idiom, 
and the old King James was that at least. For musical, 
rich, beautiful Anglo-Saxon English, it has never been 
surpassed, and probably never will be. Dr. Scofield 
chose this text for his marvelous Reference Bible, 
knowing there were inaccuracies in it, yet it was so 
exquisitely true to English idiom. 

On the other hand, the Revision is accurate, more 
so than the King James. Therefore, we should use the 
Revision with the King James-to combine accuracy and 
idiomatic English, Those two translations are still the 
finest combination, to my mii.J, for the Bible student. 
The Oxford people publish what they call “the two- 
version edition,” with the King James in the text and 
all of the changes and corrections of the revision in 
the margin. That is a perfect Bible from the standpoint 
of text. 

Often in the margin of your Bible you will see a 
marginal translation, an alternative rendering. Fre- 
quently you will find rich treasures in it. 

Here, for example, is the picture in the Nineteenth 
Psalm: “The heavens declare the glory of God; and 
the firmament sheweth his handy-work. Day unto day 
uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowl- 
edge.” Listen: “There is no speech nor language, 
where their voice is not heard.” Margin: “There is 
no speech nor language. Without these their voice is 
heard.” That is a beautiful translation. God, through 
his handiwork, speaks a message to every devout heart, 
without speech or language or word being necessary. 
That was God’s first revelation, through his creation. 

Here is another beautiful picture in Isaiah 59: 19: 
’ When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit 
of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him.” But 
the margin is also beautiful. It applies that thought 
of a rushing flood to the Lord and says: “He shall 
come in like a stream pent-in, which the breath of God 
drives.” “A picture of the Lord Christ and of what? 
A picture of the Christian life, a rushing stream driven 
by the breath of God. Could we ask a finer picture than 
that of what we would like to be; the stream of the 
Spirit of God rushing through our lives, driven by that 
Spirit of God within us? The Word of God is full of 
such beautiful marginal translations that will help you 
in your study of that book. 


Use the Marginal References—A friend of mine in 
St. Louis was rooming with a very godly newsboy, 
who loved to study the Word of God. One morning my 
friend awoke before daylight and heard a noise. He 
looked up and there sat this Christian newsboy with 
his head buried in his hands, studying the Word by 
marginal references. My friend got up, tiptoed across 
the floor, and laid his hand on his shoulder. The news- 
boy looked up with face alight with the blessing of the 
Word. My friend said: “How is it going, John?” 
John said: “It is raveling out beautifully! That is a 
perfect picture of the way God’s Word ravels out when 
you begin to study these marginal references. It un- 
folds and ravels out, just like a knitted stocking. 

Sometimes one verse will. give the definition much 
needed in another. For instance, the word “abide,” as 
used so often in John, is defined in 1 John 3:24: “He 
that keepeth his commandments abideth in him.” And 
the preceding verse illuminates it still more: “This is 
his commandment, that we should believe ,on the name 
of his son Jesus Christ, and love one another.” That 
is abiding, to have faith in Christ and live a life of 
love toward those about you. 

Watch for the Burning Heart—You remember 
how on that walk to Emmaus they talked with Jesus, 
but they knew Him not. One of them made this strik- 
ing remark to the other: “Did not our heart burn 
within us, while he opened to us the scriptures?” 
The test that Christ is opening to us the Scriptures 
is not the inflated nor the entertained mind, but the 
burning heart. It matters not who is speaking to you, 
whether humble, learned or illiterate, plain or eloquent; 
if that méssenger of God brings you the burning heart, 
it is clear proof that Jesus Christ is speaking through 
him. ‘“He whom God hath sent speaketh the words of 
God.” And these same words make other men’s hearts 
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burn when you pass them on to them. That was George 
Miiller’s method of studying the Word in his morning 
watch. He would read and read and read sometimes 
chapters at a time. Then would come a flash and illum- 
ination with its blessing, and he would get his message 
from God. Every Christian has had that experience 
and it will pay every one of us to cultivate that habit 
of reading the Word of God, watching and waiting for 
the burning heart. 


Trust Christ for the Three Openings.— Listen to 
them (Luke 24:32): “Did not our heart burn within 
us,... while he opened to us the Scriptures?” If we 
study this Book, trusting him, he will open the Scrip- 
tures to you and me, however humble we may be. 

But something else .is needful (Luke 24:45): “Then 
opened he their understanding, that they might under- 
stand the scriptures.” It is one thing to have the Scrip- 
tures brought to us; it is another: thigg to have his 
touch upon our understanding, and thus open that under- 
standing. 

Then, the third:opening (Luke 24:31): “And their 
eyes were opened, and they khew him.” » Christ’s- charge 
against the Jews was: “Ye search the scriptures; for 
in them ye think ye have eternal life..,and ye will 
not come to me, that ye might have life.’ Why .do 
the Scriptures tell of life? Because they fell. of him, 
of his eternal existence, of his incarnation, of his beauti- 
ful life, of his atoning death, of his resurrection, of 
his ascension, of his intercession, of his glorious coming 
again. The whole Book tells us of him whom we love, 
and whose we are, and we miss the very heart of Bible 
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study unless we let him open our spiritual eyes, as he 
will, and show us that it is himself, his blessed self, 
whom he wants to reveal to us. 


Study for Your Own Life-—“Thy words were 
found, and I did eat them,” said Jeremiah. What is it 
to eat a piece of bread? It is to take it into your mouth 
and masticate and swallow and assimilate it until it be- 
comes a part of you, and ministers life and strength 
to you. . 

That is the way we should study the Word of God, 
for our own life. For years I had sought to know the 
truth about the Holy Spirit until one day I ate 1 Cor- 
inthians 6:19: “Know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye 
have of God?” I said: “God, you say that your Holy 
Spirit is dwelling in every child of yours. I[ am your 
child. I take that truth by faith today, and I am going 
to begin to live as though you were living in me;” and 
as I ate it, that became a transforming truth in my life. 

I remember that for years I faced Romans 12:1, 
and notwithstanding the truth— “Present your bodies 
a living sacrifice’—I did not present it, and went on 
fashioning my own plans, moulding my own life, having 
my own way, until one day God, by his spirit, burned 
that verse into my heart, and I yielded to it, ate it. 
Stumbingly and gropingly and weakly as it was done, 
I gave my life as best I knew, and that became a trans- 
forming truth in my life. What a wonderful book we 
have in this Book of God! - Eat it, assimilate it and 
live it, and God will give you mighty power for the 
precious work that you are doing for him. 





The Business Depression 
and the Antichrist 


The world-wide business depression is an economic 
fact that baffles the ablest minds on earth and defies 
explanation. The Call to Prayer published in this de- 
partment of THE Sunpay ScnHoor Times of July 25 
called it a Modern Tower of Babel, which God has 
permitted men to erect in order that he may show 
forth his power. A Christian man in California has 
written a suggestive letter to the Times concerning 
the possible relation of the present business depression 
to the coming of the Beast or Antichrist, the final 
world emperor who is to reign over this world in 
supreme and dictatorial power just before the King of 
kings, the Lord Jesus Christ himself, returns to estab- 
lish his kingdom on earth. This interesting letter is as 
follows: 


“For long I have wondered what the circumstances 
would be that would make it possible for him who is 
to be the Antichrist to come into power. Now I think 
that I know. 

“I reflected that it is the active, rich men who control 
the governments, and that each national group wishes 
these men to remain in their position of power. What, 
then, can cause tnem to be willing to turn over the 
government of the world to some one man who, to 
most of them, will be a foreigner? The best answer 
of which I could think is, Only one thing — terrible 
business depression. Just such depression as we have 
now, muitiplied somewhat, wili mean that returns on 
investments will dwindle to a point where the capital 
investments will begin to crumble, and the owners will 
be struck with fear that they may soon be without 
liquid resources. Then will they become willing to do 
anything to save what they have leit, even to the point 
of relinquishing their hold on government. And even 
now the subject of the need for an economic. dictator 
is being discussed by the leading business men of our 
nation. (See Walter S. Gifford’s article in the June 
Review of Reviews.) When the business world calls 
out loudly for the economic dictator he will be put 
forth by Satan. I believe that the Antichrist will come 
in first as a BusrnNess SAVIOUR. 

“In confirmation of this view read Daniel 8:25. 
Here we have in one short verse the history of the 
Antichrist. The fact that the verse opens with the 
words, ‘And through his policy he shall cause craft to 
prosper in his hand,’ shows that just before he takes 
hold of affairs there will be the reverse of prosperity, 
does it not? Then follow the verse through. See the 
very natural transition from a successful leader to one 
who is iauded, and then worshipped, for his great 
accomplishments. And note the word Poticy. What 
an odd word to find in Scripture! _Does it occur any- 
where else in the Bible? It is a word of governmental 
and business things, but is highly appropriate to use in 
connection with one who is dealing with world business 
and government. The entire verse reads: ‘And through 


his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his © 


hand; and he shall magnify himself in his heart, and 
by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up 
against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken 
without hand.’ 

“That there is no shortage of supplies today with 





which to do business, and no less persons on the earth to 
do business with than when conditions were prosperous, 
causes one to realize that there is no ordinary reason 
back of the ‘present unprecedented depression. ..Ad- 
mittedly it is a psychological reason, but of course the 
men of big business who state that this is so do not 
understand how true this is. I feél that God is begin- 
ning to permit the unregenerate world to sense the fact 
that some awful calamity is coming upon the world, 
and in due time his judgments will come ‘when they 
shall say, Peace and safety ;’ in other: words, when the 
world shall be feeling that things have been righted 
and prosperity again is here.” 


One dare not speak dogmatically as to just what 
events may bring the Antichrist or Beast to full recog- 
nition and power. But we may well believe that the 
world-wide business depression of today offers its 
opportunity to some sagacious mind, guided and ener- 
gized by Satan, to solve the desperate business problems 
now confronting the world and thus bring temporary 
and deceptive relief. The piling up of great riches is 
mentioned in the Scriptures as a sign of the end of 


the age: “Ye have heaped treasure together for the 
last days” (James 5:3). This is preceded by the 
warning: “Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl 


for your miseries that shall come upon you” (James 
5:1). Revelation: tells us of the final judgment that 
shall come upon “Babylon,” when “no man buyeth their 
merchandise any more: the merchandise of gold, and 
silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine 
linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine 
wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all 
manner vessels of most precious wood, and° of 
brass, and iron, and marble, and cinnamon, and 
odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, 
and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and 
sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls 
of men. And the fruits that thy soul lusteth after are 
departed from thee, and all things which were dainty 
and goodly are departed from. thee, and thou shalt find 
them no more at all. The merchants of these things, 
which were made rich by her,.shall stand afar off for 
the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, and saying, 
alas, alas that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, 
and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and 
precious stones, and pearls!” (Rev. 18: 10-17). 

The world may soon have a time of commercial and 
financial prosperity going beyond even that through 
which it passed a few years ago; many believe that the 
supernaturally empowered Beast or world emperor will 
bring in a mock millenium of prosperity and world- 
wide peace, thus deceiving the most of mankind, who 
will wonder after the beast, and worship the dragon 
which gave power unto the beast (Rev. 13:3, 4). But 
any such time of God-defying, Christ-rejecting pros- 
perity will be short-lived. For “the Lord Jesus shall 
be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in 
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord,and from the glory 
of his power; when he shall come to be glorified in his 
saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (be- 
cause our testimony among you was believed) in that 
day” (2 Thess. 1: 7-10). 
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What Has the Depression Meant to You? 


Notes of praise from the midst of fires of testing 














“He Times Everything Exactly Right” 


BOUT four years ago, we had reverses, and for 
three years we passed through severe testing, 
sometimes even having to go without sufficient food. 
I have done a great deal of house to house selling, 
and many times the noon whistle would blow before 
I would know what I was going to give my children 
for lunch. Then God would come to the rescue and 
I. would sell something in time to. supply the need. 
But the most extreme situation I.ever was in came 
about two years ago. We were living in a South- 
ern city and could get scarcely any work. So my 
husband started walking North. This left me with 
the full responsibility for myself and four children, 
until he could obtain employment. We managed to 
struggle along until, one day, we ate for lunch the 
last bit of food there was in the house. — 

I was coming down with “flu” and was running a 
temperature, when I started out after lunch. At seven 
o'clock I had not sold a single thing, and I said to 
myself, “Is it possible that God has forsaken us?” 

But no indeed. He times everything exactly right, 
for when I dragged myself upstairs wondering how 
I could tell the children that we would have to go 
to bed without supper, my son met me with a ten 
dollar bill that had come in a letter from his father. 
I did not know his father had work but God‘ knew, 
and the help came just when my faith had begun 
to fail. 
~ This experience was followed by another year of 
appalling testings, but now. for a year past, has 
supplied every need, in spite of the depression that 
every one else is feeling. Things are looking brighter 
all the time, so no matter how long God may see fit 
to allow us to be tested, he does bring relief in the 
end.—A Pennsylvania mother. 


we 
The End of the Rope, — and God 


| AM very much indebted to the trials of several 
years’ standing for greater trust in my Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the knowledge of his 
loving care over everything that comes to pass in 
our daily life. My husband had a hard struggle in 
the business world, and we lost our car, which meant 
so much to me, for we attended church at quite a 
distance from home. 
Sunday-school, or helping in any way I could. But 
the door was shut, and I felt very sad about it. 

Now, after six months’ waiting, it appears as if 
God might use me again, and I can trust.and wait. 
Our every want has been supplied by God alone, 
and I can truly say, the Lord is my shepherd, I shall 
not want. The end of the rope with,man is the 
beginning of God’s care and lovingkindness to those 
who put their trust in him. 

“Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither 
shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive 
shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock 
shall be cut off from the fold, arid there shall be no 
herd in the stalls: 

“Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 
God of my salvation” (Hab. 3:17, 18).—4A Wash- 
ington reader. 


ye 
“The Lord Will Provide,” — and He Did 


AST October both my husband and I were thrown 
out of work. I had an opportunity to go to 
Hood River to- work in an orchard, sorting apples 
and pears. But I was taken with a heavy cold and 
was physically unable to go. I wondered just how we 
were going to pull through the winter, for our funds 
were very low. I dreaded the winter because I feared 
we would have a great deal of snow. The year pre-. 
vious we had an excessive amount, so I feared very 
much to go through another winter like it, We 
did have a little snow, but it did not last long. 
Then I worried about fuel, but my husband had 
made a deal for wood that I did not know about, so 
that was taken care of. Then at Christmas time, 
I worried again because we were very short of funds, 
but, praise God, he supplied every need (Phil. 4: 19). 
Each week, as time rolled around, God saw we had 
all we needed, and I do praise him because he- took 
such wonderful care of us (1 Pet. 5:7). Our neigh- 
bors, who were depending on the charitable organ- 
izations and upon the county to supply their needs, 
complained because they were limited to certain things. 
They were given oleomargarine instead of butter, and 
no coffee at all, and I understand no sugar. — But, 
praise God, he gave us all these things and more; 
and we were never in want. There has not been a 


I also enjoyed ‘teaching in the - 


No amount of optimism can disguise the fact that 
the whole world has been passing through a 
strange time of business depression, disaster, and 
suffering. God’s children have not been immune 
from these difficulties. On the contrary, letters 
from Sunday School Times readers to the Editor 
show that many Christians have been having bitter 
and heart-breaking experiences. But there is a 
dominant note running through these letters that 
prompts the Editor to share'them with other 
readers. It is a note, not of blind optimism, but of 
living faith that actually sees, in the difficulties 
that have been all but over-whelming, the loving 
hand of the heavenly Father guiding, protecting, 
and drawing his children closer to himself, and, 
with it all, putting into their hearts an abiding joy 
and thanksgiving for the testings that have come. 








time in my whole life that I have had to go without 
a meal because we did not have the wherewithal to 
supply it. We always had something, 

ven this spring when we left our town and came 
here to live, without any prospect of securing work, 
God helped me to get temporary ‘employment. He 
has been with us all the way. He has told me, “I 
will never leave thee nor forsake thee,” and he has 
proven this times without number. 

One incident shows that God does meet our needs 
appeared recently. My boy, nine years of. age, was 
much in need of some new stockings. I looked at 
stockings in-various stores, and each time had to walk 
out because I did not have the money. I did not 
even pray for them. I just said, “The Lord will 
provide them in some way.” Just at that time I 
found a nice pair of black stockings I had packed 
away in a trunk. These must have belonged at one 
time to one of the older boys. I ‘surely was glad 
because now he could have good stockings for Sun- 
day-school and church. In a short time, a. package 
came to the house addressed to my boy, and when we 
opened it there lay four pairs-of beautiful strong 
stockings. I never said a word to anyone or even 
prayed for them, merely claimed “the Lord will pro- 
vide some way,- —and he did—An Oregon Christian. 


oe 
Now “We Really Know” His Power 


EARLY two years ago we lost our business and 

home. When our income was a g one, we 
loved the Lord and served him in a way. In fact, 
my husband and two sons have been real Christians 
for years, while I have been a Bible teacher for some 
time. 

We thought we knew his power. The test came. 
Now we have really had to depend on him for all 
things. He has met our need. How his hand has 
been recognized over and again, even by the young- 
est boy! 

If prosperity should mean the surrender of our first- 
hand knowledge of him, we would gladly take all 
the sorrow, sickness, trial, and human uncertainty 
all over again, rather than lose the precious acquaint- 
ance of him, our blessed Lord of Glory. 

Now we not only know about his grace, power, and 
peace, — we really know each one by experience. Not 
one word hath failed of all his good promises. 

A ew business experience is now lessening the 
financial straits, but our family is a changed one. 
We almost fear to face comparative comfort which 
before had put the Lord in such a small place in our 
lives. 

How we praise him for trusting us with experi- 
ences of trial! How he has deepened our comprehen- 
sion of his Word!—A California reader. 


Five Years of Constant Supply 


FEW years ago my husband was in poor health. 
Then suddenly he was taken very sick. This ill- 
ness lasted for six months. He was raised up again 
through prayer and was able to attend to pusiness 
on and off for a year. But he failed to regain good 
health, and our income began to go down and down. 
Our home was in a building and loan association. 
This caused me great anxiety, how to meet the 
monthly payments. I cried and prayed for some time, 
but failed to see what to do. My heart was broken. 
Then, suddenly, God sent a helper, who inquired 
what could be done for me: A meeting at the bank 
was arranged, and I was able to pay off the building 
and loan account and take a mortgage on our home. 


This supplied our need for some time. And, praise 
God, my broken heart was healed. Joy and thanks- 
giving are abiding therein. 

The next year the taxes and interest on the mort- 
gage were due. I again inquired of the Lord, not 
knowing where the money possibly could come from. 
Then he led me to some papers in a tin box. ° There 
I found a certificate from an organization stating I 
could draw half of the insurance on my husband's 
life in case of disability. Praise his name. 

So it has gone on for five years, means being sup- 
plied from time to time. At one time half of the 
amount of the taxes came as a gift from one who 
heard me say they were unpaid. Many more: sums 
have come and come, and God is supplying our need. 
My husband has been in bed for a year and a half, 
wasting away in body, but looking for his Lord to 
come.—A New Jersey reader. 


oe 
If. Others Only Knew 


TS past two years have been a. great testing time 
for us. My wife and I lost heavily in a business 
crash, which, with the’decline in evangelistic work, 
called us to pass through. very severe testing. I say 
severe, but it was blessed, for I have learned so many 
things in it that I would not-be without, and can truly 
rejoice in all the losses. One can express these things 
but poorly, and I feel-like the old Scotch woman who 
said, “It’s better felt than telt.” 

When the testing seemed most severe, I received a 
call to the church where I now am. But being with- 
out funds, I rather smiled at the idea of- coming such 
a distance. However, I began to pray as I never 
prayed. I had the time, and spent whole hours in 
prayer and the reading of the Word. I studied George 
Miiller’s narrative and the Scriptures he used: for 
his work of faith, and also Dr. Pierson’s “George 
Miller of Bristol and His Witness to a Prayer-Hear- 
ing God.” I came to a place where I absolutely knew 
that God would hear and answer. And he who hang- 
eth the earth upon nothing, he with whom nothing 
is impossible, he who delights to have his own call 
to him, did answer. 

I had a home on my hands that was costing me 
much to carry. While I was praying and claiming 
victory a man in the same state, whom I knew, called 
to see the home. He wanted to rent or buy, but he 
did not know I lived there until he got inside the 
house. Within a short time I rented the house to 
this man, who gave me $1,000 in advance. This en- 
abled me to pay my obligations and gave me a sufh- 
cient balance to start West. 

We started out in a well-worn Buick sedan, and 
got across the country without mishap, arriving with 
$7 in hand. But the car could not be ‘used after 
we arrived,—it was worn out. This trip was a mir- 
acle of grace. None of our friends can understand 
how it was done. Praise his wonderful name! 

The testings are still on, but I can always remind 
the Lord of this marvelous answer to prayer and 
claim blessing on my work here. And what have we 
here? We are in the midst of a heaven-sent revival. 
The Thursday night Bible class is attended by five 
and six hundred, and people are being saved at 
almost every service. Last Sunday eighty-seven 
united with the church. Our church is in a strategic 
position here and has a great mission. We have noth- 
ing but the old, supernatural Gospel, with no frills. 
We find many of our people going through severe test- 
ing times, but: alas they sometimes act as if God 
were dead. If they only knew, how rich in faith 
they might become.—A pastor’s assistant. 


Strength and Comfort Undreamed Of 


FEW months ago, our youngest child, a promis- 

ing, lovable little boy of four years, died after 
an illness of a few hours. The world — my lovely 
world — suddenly crashed about my head and the chill 
of death came upon my heart. Everything seemed 
lost, and I staggered under the weight of this cruel, 
heavy load. But soon a light came through the dark- 
ness, after I carried the awful burden to the throne, 
and left it there at the feet of the Lamb, who en- 
dured a greater pain and so willingly shed his precious 
blood in order that I might come’ before the Father 
and faint not. \ 

The Lord has been gracious unto me, and has given 
me strength undreamed of before and wonderful com- 
fort. He has changed me from a worldly, lukewarm 
Christian into a praying Christian, earnestly looking 
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for his glorious appearing, and faithfully studying 
and teaching the Word of God. 

Oh, that all troubled and grief-stricken hearts might 
know the only way to lasting peace and comfort is 
by turning wholly unto God, by prayer, by reconse- 
ete men and humble service.—A bereaved, but trusting 
mother. 


Sif 
Letting Go, and Letting God 


AST fall my wife and I, after much prayer, felt 

led to place our only son, a lad of nine years, in 
a Christian school for boys. But immediately ob- 
staclés began to loom up before us. There was the 
expense of moving, the tuition to be paid. It meant 
the: giving up of my church, or a very trying and 
expensive trip each week-end, if I kept up my preach- 
ing there. We felt we could not let our little boy 
go away from home, but to move would place us 
among total strangers, with no income and no fellow- 
ship. The Adversary seemed to be taunting us. He 
delighted in heaping high the difficulties, and the way 
seemed to become more and more tried, twisted, and 
tangled. 

While sorely pressed, we were one day visiting 
friends on a farm. Wishing for a time of medita- 
tion and quiet prayer, i took a stroll with my son 
out through an old orchard. He wished to climb an 
old apple tree, so I stood below watching him as he 
ascended, The limbs were rotten and began to break 
under his weight. He stepped to others and they gave 
way. Seeing his plight I held my arms toward him, 
though he was far up, and called, “Jump, Buddy, and 
I’ll catch you.” He looked for a moment, then as 
more limbs began breaking he said, “Shall I let go 
of everything, Daddy, and trust you?” 

He jumped and was safe in his father’s arms. That 
went direct to my heart as a message of God to me. 
“Father, shall I let go of everything and trust you?” 
We let go. We trusted him, and wonderfully has he 
supplied our needs, guided our way and given light in 
the darkness and abiding peace in perplexities. Our 
prayer is that others through this testimony may find 
him their all in all—A New York father. 


we 
“In Ways That We Never Expected” 


AM glad to tell of the miraculous joy, peace, and 

blessings we have had during these very strange 
times of business depression. Although my husband 
lost his job owing to the death of his employer, God 
has wondrously made it possible for us to get on in 
ways.that we never expected. Therefore we can see 
it is only by the power of God that such things come 
into our lives. Yes, we can say we see God through 
all of these tribulations and we pray each day to 
grow stronger in grace and that God may use our 
lives and that we may know his will for our lives— 
A Maryland reader. 

Se 


Impossible Trial, — But God 


Y TESTING began réally before the depression 

struck full force. I was born in a home of deep 
poverty. My father, the son of a Methodist minister, 
died when I was six years of age. I married at the 
age of twenty, and was left a penniless widow at 
twenty-eight with four children under seven years. 
I buried my husband and a three-year-old son in one 
day, and a sister within the same week. It was a 
great sorrow and trial of faith, but as nothing com- 
pared to the last two years. 

I was converted when eight years of age, and have 
been a Christian forty years. It would seem one 
should be so well established in that time that nothing 
could move him. There have been many trials of 
faith in the last twenty-one years, but I have been 
conscious of the presence of my Saviour. 

I have always read my Bible, but three years ago 
I began to study it, and the more I studied the more 
conscious I was of a growing work of grace in my 
spiritual life. As always happens when God works, 
Satan works, too, so began the worst siege of testing 
I ever experienced. After more than six years of 
conscientious service, I was dismissed from my place 
of employment without reason, except “a change was 
advisable.” ; 

At the time, I felt like a child who had been pun- 
ished without the least idea as to the reason. I felt 
numbed and bewildered, and had only one definite 
idea, that was Romans 8:28, “We know that. all 
things work together for good to them that love God.” 
I only had one prayer for a time, that my faith fail 


not. 

I had worked steadily, but had been for years in 
poor health. Shortly after my dismissal I learned I 
had become tubercular. Had I stayed in that posi- 
tion a few months longer, I would have been beyond 
help. I was really very ill, with conditions simply 
impossible for one in my physical condition. But here 
is where the billows began to roll over me. 

My sons had been happy Christians until their 
early twenties. Then they began to forsake God and 
to try the world. Just after I lost my position, my 
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only single son lost his, too.» I was forced to break 
up our home and we were adrift. Can you imagine 
a more desperate situation? Ill and out of work, at 
the age of life where the industrial world will not 
have you, even in good times. . But Satan was not 
through with me yet. My children began to ignore 
me completely. I had not the least idea why there 
seemed to be a widening gulf between, growing hope- 
lessly wider all the time. 

I wish I could tell all the ways the heavenly Father 
has cared for me. First, the Lord found me a posi- 
tion with access to THE Sunpay ScHoot Times. As 
I look back over the last eighteen months I can not 
be thankful enough for the spiritual blessing that I 
have experienced. It would sound like a contradic- 
tion, but many times with tears streaming down my 
face, all alone, I have thanked God for the trials that 
have brought the deeper’ religious experiences. The 
flesh still cries out at the pain, but the spirit calls for 
a more perfect fellowship. “Let sorrow do its work, 
Send grief or pain; Sweet are Thy messengers, Sweet 
their refrain, When they can sing with me,— Mor 
love, O Christ, to Thee!” 

With the handicap of a weak heart and infected 
lung, I have a place of almost impossible trial and 
stress, but the Father is with me. When I seem to 
be in the sea of-despair up to my chin, THE SuNDAY 
ScuHoot TrmeEs has something just for me. “He hang- 
eth the earth upon nothing,” in the issue of August 
16, 1930, came at just such a time. I did not know 
of the McConkey booklets until I saw them advertised 
in the Trmes. I bought “Streams In the Desert,” 
which I found mentioned in its pages, and find daily 
the rich help I need so much. 

The high spiritual standard of THe SunpAyY ScHOOL 
Times is beyond my ability to express. When I try 
to think back over the richer experiences of the past 
year, it seems they all came through the Times. I 


* am still in the “furnace of affliction,” but I have found 


a promise that helps when my faith grows weak, 
“Neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand” 
(John 10:28). Because of that promise I can say 
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with Paul, “Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? ... For 
I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8: 35- 
39).—An. Ohio reader. 


ue 
Through the Waters, Rejoicing 


OES the Lord make his people rejoice in times 

of tribulation? Yes, he surely can help us to 
rejoice in times of trial and testings. Some of us 
have had to pray, “Give us this day our daily bread.” 
Oh, yes, we have repeated it for years and thought 
it beautiful. But need makes it a real petition, and 
brings a real joy when the supply comes, as it always 
does. Then what joy fills our hearts when we can 
turn to him and say, “Thank you, Father, for the 
answer to prayer.” 

For some months I was at a Red Sea place in a 
financial and spiritual way,—no way out, no way 
back, and I feared the way through. But his hand 
was leading with unmistakable signs and pointed 
straight ahead, through what looked like waters that 
would overwhelm me. I could only step in at his 
bidding, only to see the waters stand as a heap on 
either side. I did not go alone, for he who promised 
to be with us through the waters: was with me. 

He has worked great things for me as surely as 
he did for his chosen ones at the Red Sea. My heart 
is full of rejoicing and praise to him for his won- 
derful way of working, bringing me.to a greater 
willingness and obedience, supplying the financial need, 
and adding a great spiritual blessing. 

He made it possible for me to take his Word to 
a needy soul. Yes, the “ocean fullness” of his grace 
is sufficient for times of testing and need, proving 
again that the joy of the Lord is strength Satisfied. 








Our two weeks journey in Palestine, 
Syria, and Egypt 


| With the Times Party in Bible Lands 


By Philip E. Howard, Jr. l 

















The hills and valleys of Palestine, and many customs and forms of dress have scarcely changed at all since the time 


of our Lord. 


The Bible student who travels there today sees the pages of Scripture glow with new light. This 


is the third article telling of the memorable experiences of a group of Times readers who had the great privilege 
of journeying in the Holy Land this last summer. 


American Colony in Jerusalem on the morning of 

June 23 for a motor tour through Northern Pales- 
tine and Syria. For two weeks we of THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times party had enjoyed the comfortable 
rooms, the good meals, and the Christian fellowship 
at the Colony, and we had made new friends. We had 
listened to interesting lectures given by members of the 
Colony on the Biblical significance of places and cus- 
toms in Palestine. Now we were to begin a journey 
of eight days during which we were to stay at six 
different towns. 

On our way to Nazareth, where we were to spend 
the first night, we passed through many places of 
interest. Jacob’s Well is the center of an oasis in the 
desert, and it is generally considered an authentic site. 
Some of our party drank from the well, and as we 
stood about in the small chapel built above it, the Rev. 
Elmer C. Elsea, manager of the Travel Institute of 
Bible Research in Palestine, read the wonderful words 
spoken by the Lord Jesus at that same well to the 
Samaritan woman. 

We stopped for a short time at Nablus, the ancient 
Shechem. We walked through narrow, covered streets 
to the Samaritan Community, where there are only 
about 150 Samaritans left. One of the priests showed 
us an ancient parchment copy of the Pentateuch. 
Shechem is probably the Sichem of Genesis 12: 6 where 
“the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy 
seed will I give this land.” 

We spent the afternoon and night at Nazareth. We 
visited Catholic chapels supposed to be built over the 
sites of the Cave of the Anninciation, the kitchen of 
Mary, and the carpenter shop of Joseph, but one can- 
not be sure that these are in the right locations. There 
can be little doubt that the Virgin’s Fountain was there 
in our Lord’s day, for it is the one source of water for 
the village. Mary must have drawn water there. We 
were much interested to see a native woman fill a large, 
heavy jar and walk away, erect and graceful, carrying 
the jar on her head. Late in the afternoon we were 
taken through the Edinburgh Medical Mission Hos- 
pital, which is doing a fine Christian work with meager 
equipment. We were much refreshed by afternoon tea 
served to us in the pleasant sitting room on the top 
floor, where a wide window and balcony afforded a good 
view of the town below. We felt that it was a great 


|; WAS with a good deal of regret that we left the 


privilege to be looking out on the same hills and valleys 
that the Lord Jesus knew so well. 

The Sea of Galilee was a rest for eyes and heart. It’s 
blue waters looked -so cool after the miles of burning 
sand and rock that we had crossed; and its quiet shores 
were a contrast to the crowded, dirty streets of the 
towns and villages that we had visited. ‘Some of our 
party, whose thoughts had often turned back wistfully 
to the pine-clad shores of New England and Canadian 
lakes, seemed to take on new life as we came down to 
the little hospice at Tabgha where we were to spend 
the night. 

That afternoon our party had a delightful motor- 
boat ride to one site shown as that of Capernaum; 
bathing in the lake; a walk for the men along the 
shores, with visits to an old Roman aqueduct, two or 
three springs, and a cave. traditionally known as Job’s 
Cave. In the evening we had dinner out on a terrace 
by the lake, and saw the full moon come up. We were 
joined at dinner by the Asbury College Missionary 
Team — Eugene Erny, Byron Crouse, and Virgil Kirk- 
patrick — whom we had met in Jerusalem. For fifteen 
months these three men from Wilmore, Ky., had been 
making a missionary tour of the world, singing and 
preaching as they went. As we sat on the terrace after 
dinner they sang for us, to the soft accompaniment of 
Mr. Kirkpatrick’s guitar, and it warmed our hearts to 
hear old negro spirituals and familiar hymns. Finally 
we all sang together and two or three offered prayer. 

That evening will last in our memories. Every foot 
of shore line seemed to speak of the presence of the 
Lord Jesus. On one of the mountains near there he 
had healed the multitudes (Matt. 15: 20, 30) ; the ruined 
towns bere testimony to the fulfillment of the woes 
spoken by the Lord (Matt. 11: 20-24) ; and there in the 
moonlight the lake lay as still as on that other night 
after he had said to the stormy waters “Peace, be still” 
(Mark 4:39). 

Damascus is a garden spot to the desert people. The 
Abana River runs right through it, and not far away is 
the Pharpar, two rivers which Naaman thought were 
so much better than the Jordan (2 Kings 5:12). We 
saw all three as we drove from the Sea of Galilee to 
Damascus. As in several of the other towns, we spent 
an afternoon and evening in Damascus. We saw a part 
of the old wall where Paul was let down in a basket 
(2 Cor. 11: 33); the “street which is called Straight,” 
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Lessen for September 6- 


and a chapel built on what is supposed to be the site of 
Ananias’s house. 

The next afternoon and night we spent at Baalbek, 
to the north of Damascus in Syria. The name is not 
found in Scripture, but it is believed by some to have 
been built originally by Solomon. There are ruins of 
great temples connected with sun worship, and the 
members of our party looked like dwarfs as they wan- 
dered about among the colossal columns and arches. In 
the wall around the temples are three stones, the largest 
ever used in any building, which are over sixty feet long 
and about thirteen feet square. The Great Temple and 
the wall were built in the first century, B. C., by the 
Romans, who ruthlessly sacrificed hundreds of slaves 
in this almost superhuman task. 

Soon after we reached Beirut we drove several miles 
along the coast to Dog River. There we saw: inscrip- 
tions and wall carvings left by Assyrian and Babylon- 
jan generals, as well as tablets left by Napoleon, Allen- 
by, and Joffre; and an old Roman road, used by many 
armies, and in which the ruts made by chariot wheels 
are still visible. In the afternoon most of the party 
visited the American University in Beirut. 

On Sunday several of us attended two services of the 
Bible Lands Gospel Mission, of which the Rev. and 
Mrs. Vartan Atéhinak are the directors. The Mission 
is doirig a fine and trie Gospel work. It has a children’s 
school in Beirut, with about seventy members; and an- 
other school for boys and girls and young people at 
Shweifat, near Beirut, with about 250 students. At Mr. 
Atchinak’s request I spoke to the children in the morn- 
ing service of the Sunday-school at Beirut, and Mrs. 
Atchinak kindly interpreted the message into Arabic. 
The Rev. Millard S. Cairns of our party gave an ad- 
dress at the morning service at Shweifat. It was really 


a baccalaureate sermon, as several of the young: people | 


were to be graduated on the following day, and the 
Mission hall was crowded. It was a happy and blessed 
time for us all, for the whole congregatien sang in 
English such familiar hymns as “Love Lifted Me,” and 
_ “Oh, It Is Wonderful;” the students and older folks 
were much moved by Mr. Cairns’ address ; and we were 
all made to feel at home through the kindness of Mr. 
and Mrs. Atchirfak and the faculty of the school. We 
had dinner with the students and faculty after the ser- 
vice, and were taken back to Beirut in cars late in the 
afternoon. 
_ We spent a restful, happy day and two nights at a 
‘clean and comfortable German hospice on Mt: Carmel 
high above Haifa and the Mediterranean. There was 
no set program at Haifa, and the members of the party 
rested, walked about on Mt. Carmel, enjoyed the sea 
bathing, or went off on brief expeditions. We had a 
magnificent view from the veranda of the hospice, the 
breeze from the garden was laden with the scent of 
pine trees, and there was not a sound to disturb us at 
night. Several of us visited what is thought to be the 
Place efSacrifice on Mt. Carmel, where Elijah had 
“his contest with the prophets of Baal. 
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Our last four days in the Near East, from July 2 to 
5, were spent in Cairo. There we were joined by the 
Rev. H. E. Philips, Ph.D., who for twenty-three years 
has lived and. worked in Egypt as a missionary of the 
United Presbyterian Church, and who is to be the 
leader of the party until it reaches New York. 

On our first morning in Cairo we drove out to the 
Great Pyramid and the Sphinx. We climbed. onto 
kneeling camels, hung on for dear life while they 
lurched to their feet, and for an hour we cruised about 
among the ruins on these “ships of the desert.” - Most 
of the party went through narrow passages in the Great 
Pyramid to the King’s and Queen’s chambers. 

We made other visits to the Citadel, a fortification 
above Cairo where there are several interesting mosques ; 
the bazaars; and the wonderful Egyptian Museum. 
The objects of greatest interest to us in the Museum 
were”a large stone slab on which is found the name 
of the people of Israel and the things taken from. the 
Tomb of Tut-ankh-amen, There were gold-covered bed- 
steads, chariots, vases, jeweled headdresses, bracelets, 
rings, necklaces, and a magnificent solid gold sarcopha- 
gus, with many unblemished engravings upon it. 

On our way to the Museum we- stopped for a short 
time at the offices and bookshop of. the Nile Mission 
Press, of which Arthur T. Upson has been the director 
for many years. He has recently moved to Jerusalem, 
but Mr. Menzies, the present superintendent, told us 
briefly of the fine Gospel work that the Mission is do- 
ing. It did our hearts good to hear him say: “We 
have only two messages: One, ‘Ye must be born again ;’ 
and, two, ‘I am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly’.” In 


1927, one of its best years, the Press printed and. 


distributed 484,000 copies of books, tracts, and Scrip- 
ture portions, 

On Sunday morning Dr.. Philips and two other 
missionaries, Miss Martin and Mrs. Coventry, took us 
to visit several congregations of the Evangelical 
Church, the outgrowth of the American Mission, of the 
United Presbyterian Church. We saw large assemblies 
in different parts of Cairo listening to the Word of God 
being faithfully preached in Arabic. 

This article is being written as we are steaming over 
the Mediterranean toward England on the S. S. “Bara- 
dine.” Dr. Philips has already given us several lectures 
cn Mohammedanism, and last evening he gave the first 
of a series of lantern lectures on archzological dis- 
coveries that corroborate the Scriptures. A large num- 
ber of the passengers besides our own party attended, 


and Dr. Philips gave a strong testimony to the accur= 


acy and trustworthiness of the Bible. 

Though our traveling has necessarily been rapid, yet 
we have had the privilege of actually seeing the Land 
of the Book; and our memories are stored with a host 
of scenes that will add color to its sacred pages 
throughout the rest of our earthly lives, until the time 
when we shall no longer need any such commentary. 
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When the superintendent catches the 
viewpoint of young folks 
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Capturing and Holding a School’s Interest 


By Lyman T. Law 








met 





a small Sunday-school. I received the same pay 

that most Sunday-school superintendents receive. 
But I did not take the job because ofjthe pay,— or be- 
cause I wanted it,—or because I was fitted for it. It 
was simply a case of no one else being willing, and I 
was brought forth as a “last resort.” 

Although old enough to be a grandfather, I en- 
deavored to catch the viewpoint of the young folks. I 
tried to make the Sunday-school service interesting to 
them. But I found that what interests the children 
almost always interests the grown-ups, too. I tried to 
make the exercises brief, snappy, and attractive. No 
long preliminaries—no long waits. Wher our pro- 
gram started it went right along from one thing to the 
next without an instant’s pause, and with very few 
announcements,— but never in. the same order. I 
doubt if the order of exercises: was exactly the same at 
any two sessions. This kept the scholars on the alert 
as to what was coming next. 

There was no long Scripture lesson, no long prayers, 
no long talks. If an outside speaker came before us, 
he was seldom given over five minutes, ten minutes at 
the most. 

Instead of a long prayer that covered everytiing 
around the world and back again, and in which the 
children lost all interest before it was half over, we 
tried to boil it down to one thought or object and to 
make it in such a brief, pithy way that even the young- 
est would catch the thought and carry it away. For 
this reason the prayer was usually made by the super- 
intendent or the assistant superintendent (a fine fellow), 
although sometimes a teacher would be asked to lead 
in prayer, with a caution not to “overstay.” 


F:: several years I had a job as superintendent of 





The Scripture lesson-was given in various ways. 
Sometimes a little girl would repeat a Psalm. Some- 
times a class would read the Scripture. Sometimes 
four boys would come up front and read a passage 
alternately. Maybe a young man or a young lady 
would lead in responsive reading. Maybe the boys 
and girls would read responsively. One way that 
proved interesting was for the superintendent and the 
assistant superintendent to read responsively, not by 
verse, but stopping at each period, or perhaps stopping 
at the first punctuation mark. The children would hold 
their Bibles in their laps and watch eagerly to see if 
they could catch one of the readers in a “clip.” 

I emphasized the music and crowded in all the sing- 
ing our time would permit. I tried to select hymns with 
a “go” and a “swing” to them that the children would 
enjoy singing. We also organized a children’s vested 
choir. At that time our church was fortunate in hav- 
ing a most capable and consecrated young woman 
deaconess. She took charge and developed this chil- 
dren’s choir so that it became a very important part of 
our Sunday-school. 

We opened our school with a processional and the 
choir usually sang a selection during the service. The 
children’s choir had their regular weekly rehearsal, 
and the members had to be“on time on Sunday morn- 
ing or they could not wear their vestments and take 
part. 

Special days such as Washington’s Birthday, Moth- 
er’s Day, Thanksgiving, and the like, were usually 
noticed in some brief and attractive way. Even a cur- 
rent event might be taken up. The Sunday after Colonel 
Lindbergh landed in France, the blackboard back of the 
superintendent’s desk was covered with a sketch of an 
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airplane. The superintendent asked: “Who is the most 
talked of. person in the world this morning?” The 
children looked at the blackboard and shouted “Lind- 
bergh”—“Lindbergh”—“Lindbergh.” 

Then some things were told about Colonel Lindbergh, 
his character, his devotion.to his mother, and the like, 
and a few lessons therefrom were driven home. 

When we came one New Year Sunday morning we 
found the following chorus printed on our blackboard: 


Shine, shine, just where you are. 
Shine, shine, just where you are. 
Into the night, throw out the light 
Shine for the Lord where yow are. 


The musical director took charge and soon had the 
school singing this chorus many times over, vigorously 
and enthusiastically. After which we all stood up and 
together made a New Year’s resolution that we would 
try to shine for Jesus all through the year. Then two 
very small members of our school, with plates piled 
high with bright new pennies (they looked like gold 
pieces), passed around the room and gave every one a 
new bright penny to be kept as a reminder of our New 
Yéar’s resolution. This took well with both young and 
old, and many times during the year someone said to 
the superintendent, “I’ve got that shiny penny yet.” 

One Christmas we planned to make a special offering 
to a certain children’s hospital. Several weeks before, 
every member of the school was given a little red 
Christmas stocking made of cardboard, with places 
fixed where dimes could be inserted. Each stocking 
held ten dimes or $1.00 when full. Some of the 
scholars quickly filled the first stocking and asked for 
another. 

On the Sunday we collected the stockings two little 
girls, dressed as hospital nurses, carried between them 
a large red stocking into which the small red stockings 
were deposited as the little nurses presented themselves 
to each class. This resulted in a much larger contribu- 
tion to the cause than any of us thought possible. 

One year we used the following method to help our 
missionary collection. Brand new bills (one ten, two 
fives, several twos, and several ones) were attractively 
arranged on a large sheet of card board and shown to 
the school for several Sundays while the matter was 
being developed. As the result of an offer of a friend 
of the school, any class in which every member made a 
missionary contribution was given a $10.00 bill to add 
to their total. If all but one member contributed, a 
$5.00 bill was given; if all but two members, a 2.00 
bill; and if all but three members, a $1.00 bill. We 
had the best missionary offering in years. 

Our school closed two months during the summer, so 
we try to make the last Sunday before vacation an 
interesting one. One year we ended by all the school 
holding hands around the room and singing, “Bless be 
the tie that binds.” Then everyone present was given 
a little round cornered card on which was neatly print- 
ed “A Memory Verse while ve are absent one from 
the other.” It read: 1. 

“Cause me to hear thy loving kindness in the morn- 
ing: for in thee do I trust: cause me to know the way 
wherein I shall walk: fof I lift up my soul unto thee” 
(Psalm 143:8). Any member not present on the last 
Sunday received a memory verse card by mail with a 
short letter from the superintendent. When the school 
met again ‘in the fall, the memory verse was called for, 
and most of us I think got it pretty firmly fixed in our 
minds. 

Perhaps as interesting as anything attempted was the 
method of teaching the school: the books of the New 
Testament. It started one Sunday by the superinten- 
dent saying “Come next Sunday and tell me the name 
of a book in the New Testament written by a doctor.” 
When the question was put the next Sunday it brought 
out, of course, the answer, “Luke!” 

Then the number of chapters in the book was asked 
for, and the assistant superintendent gave the key word, 
and some older scholar read the key verse. All this 
was noted on the blackboard in a prepared place. 

Then probably the superintendent would say, “Next 
Sunday be ready to tell the name of a New Testament 
book containing the words “the kingdom of heaveri” 
thirty-two times. This brought out “Matthew,” and 
was set up on the blackboard; with the number of 
chapters, key word, and key verse. 

Perhaps next a book containing ten sermons would 
be asked for, and “Acts” would be set up on the board. 

Books were never called for in their order, but after 
we had a group of half a dozen or so set up on the 
board we would cover the board and the school would 
try to repeat them without seeing them. After another 
group was set up, we would cover the board again and 
try repeating both groups. 

By vacation time we had the whole twenty-seven 
books before us, with all the information about each, 
and when we parted for the summer, each one was 
given a little slip on which was printed the whole lay 
out as on the blackboard. This was for home use and 
home study. 

The conditions in our church Were such we could not 
expect to have a very large Sunday-school so we aimed 
to have a good school regardless of numbers. Our 
motto had to be “quality not quantity.” 

New Haven, Conn. 
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International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 13 : 13-52; Romans I : 14-16; II 























SEPTEMBER 6. TURNING TO THE GENTILES 


: 1-24 
Golden Text.—I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth.—Acts 13: 47 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is Acts 13 : 42-52; Rom. 1 : 14-16 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


Acts 13:42 And when the Jews were 
gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles 
besought that these words might be 
preached to them the next sabbath. 


43 Now when the congregation was 
broken up, many of the Jews and religious 
proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: 
who, speaking to them, persuaded them to 
continue in the grace of God. 


44 And the next sabbath day came al- 
most the whole city together to hear the 
word of God. 


45 But when the Jews saw the multi- 
tudes, they were filled with envy, and spake 
against théee things which were spoken 
by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. 


46 Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, 
and said, It was necessary that the word 
of God should first have been spoken to 
you: but seeing ye put it from you, and 
judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting 
life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. 


47 For so hath the Lord commanded us, 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Acts 13:42 And as they went out, they 
besought that these words might be spoken 
to them the next sabbath. 43 Now when 
the synagogue broke up, many of the Jews 
and of the devout proselytes followed Paul 
and Barnabas; who, speaking to them, 
urged them to continue in the grace of 
God. 

44 And, the next sabbath almost the 
whole city was gathered together to hear 
the word of *God. 45 But when the Jews 
saw the multitudes, they were filled with 
jealousy, and contradicted the things which 
were spoken by Paul, and ? blasphemed. 
46 And Paul and Barnabas spake out 
boldly, and said, It was necessary that the 
word of God should first be spoken to you. 
Seeing ye thrust it from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, lo, we 
turn to the Gentiles. 47 For so hath the 
Lord commanded us, saying, 

*I have set thee for a light of the Gen- 


tiles, 
That thou shouldest be for salvation unto 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for 
salvation unto the ends of the earth. 

48 And when the Gentiles heard this, 
they were glad, and glorified the word of 
the Lord: and as many as were ordained 
to eternal life believed. 

49 And the word of the Lord was pub- 
lished throughout all the region. 

50 But the Jews stirred up the devout 
and honourable women, and the chief men 
of the city, and raised persecution against 
Paul and. Barnabas, and expelled them out 
of their coasts. _ 

51 But they shook off the dust of their 
feet against them, and came unto Iconium. 

52 And the disciples were filled with 
joy, and with the Holy .Ghost. 


Rom. 1:14 I am debtor both to the 
Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to 
the wise, and to the unwise. 

15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready 
to preach the gospel to you that are at 
Rome also. 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation te every one that believeth; to 
the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


48 And as the Gentiles heard this, they 
were glad, and glorified the word of 4 God: 
and as many as were ordained to eternal 
life believed. 49 And the word: of the 
Lord was spread abroad throughout all the 
region. 50 But the Jews urged on the 
devout women of honorable estate, and the 
chief men. of the city, and stirred up a 
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, 
and cast them out of their borders. 51 
But they shook off the dust of their feet 
against them, and came unto Iconium. 52 
And the disciples were filled with joy and 
with the Holy Spirit. 

Rom. 1:14 I am debtor both to Greeks 
and to Barbarians, both to the wise and 
to the foolish. 15 So, as much as in me 
is, I am ready to ‘preach the gospel to 
you also that are in Rome. 

16 for I am not ashamed of the ° gos- 
pel: for it is the power of God unto sal- 
vation to every one that believeth; to the 
Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

2 Many ancient authorities read the 
Lerd. * Or, railed. * Isa. 49:6. * Gr., 
bring good tidings. Comp. ch. 10: 15f. 
*°Gr., good tidings. 





saying, I have set thee to be a light of 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 

The Hietorical Setting 

IR WILLIAM RAMSAY thinks that the first 
S missionary journey began not later than Pass- 

over, A. D. 47. This Passover took place on 
March 29. He believes also that the events in Cyprus 
and Pamphylia occupied the time up to the end of 
July of the same year. And he would place the events 
of our present lesson from July until the winter of 
that year. We may think of these circumstances as 
taking place about as far from the crucifixion and 
resurrection of our Lord as the present year 1931 is 
from the beginning of the World War. 


The Practical Aim 


To prepare the pupils to become workers for God. 
It may be that some will hear God’s call to whole- 
time service for him in the mission field for the first 
time this Sunday. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 13:42—And when the Jews were gone out of 
the synagogue. The proper reading is, “As they 
went out of the synagogue.” The “they” refers to 
Paul and Barnabas, not to the congregation. 

Verse 44.—The word of God. The better attested 
reading is “the word of the Lord.” It was the word, 
the message concerning the Lord Jesus. Note, too, 
the use of the term “Lord” absolutely as applied to 
Jesus Christ. It corresponds to the Old Testament 
“Jehovah,” the covenant name of God 

Verse 45.—But when the Jews saw the multitudes, 
It was the sight of the Gentile crowds in their house 
of prayer that stirred up the jealousy of the Jews. 

Verse 46.—It was necessary. (1) In fulfillment of 
God’s covenant with Abraham. (2) In obedience to 
the example and commandment of the Lord Jesus. 
Judge yourselves, This is emphatic. It was their 
own choice. 

Verse 47—I have set thee to be. It is a quotation 
almost verbatim from the Septuagint Version of Isaiah 
49: 6. ' 

Verse 48.—Ordained to eternal life. The Greek 
verb means “to arrange; to draw up troops: in line 
of battle; to prepare; to dispose.” It is this last mean- 
ing that best suits the context here. These Gentiles 
were disposed toward accepting the offer of eternal 
life through the Lord Jesus Christ. Nothing more 
is said here as to who it was who had thus disposed 
them. It is God that worketh in us both the willing 
and the doing (Phil. 2:13). The preparations of the 
heart and the answer of the lips in man is from him 
(Prov. 16:1). The Greek word is translated in the 
Latin Vulgate “preordinati.” This is not a good trans- 
lation. -Augustine went further and translated it “des- 
tinaté” which is much too strong a term. In view of 
these translations it is not surprising that many people 
have found here the doctrine of predestination in its 
extremest form. All that Luke says. is that certain 


the uttermost part of the earth. - 
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men were as a matter of fact found in a certain posi- 
tion disposed to listen to the spel and to respond 
to its message. By whom they had been placed in 
this position or why or how he does not say. We 
may thankfully recognize that whenever a man re- 
ceives the Lord Jesus Christ it is the result of the 
working of God’s Holy Spirit. That does not mean 
that when a man refuses God’s offer of salvation it 


.is because of a secret decree of predestination that 


he cannot by any means overcome. 


Verse 50.—The devout and honourable women. 
The honors and influence that belonged to women in 
the cities of Asia: Minor formed one of the most re- 
markable features in the history of the country. Un- 
der the Roman Empire we find women magistrates, 
presidents at games, and loaded with honors. The 
custom of the country influenced even the Jews who 
at least in one case granted to a woman at Smyrna 
the Bs title of ruler of the synagogue (Ram- 
say). 

Verse 51.—Came unto Iconium. There are two or 
three routes by which the apostles might have jour- 
neyed to Iconium. The distance would be about eighty 
miles. Iconium lies on the table-land of Lycaonia at 
the meeting point of several Roman roads. It has 
always been an important place, and under its modern 
name, Koniyeh, is still a large town of 30,000 inhabi- 
tants. The apostles arrived in this place about Octo- 
ber or November according to Ramsay’s calculations. 

Verse 52.—The disciples were filled. Imperfect 
tense indicating a continuous process. 

Romans 8: 14.—I am debtor. The Gospel is a gift 
to every one who receives it; but it is also a trust. 

Greeks, and ... Barbarians. The latter term com- 
prehended all non-Greek speaking Gentiles. Some of 
these might even be Romans by birth, but the term 





Debtors 
By Amos R. Wells 


ET me nevermore forget how I owe heavy 

debt, what a weight of matchless woe presses 
down the debt I owe, how its lifted masses rise to 
the pillars of the skies, how all scales, below, above, 
sink beneath this debt of love. Let me see, forever 
see, all that Christ has done for me, all the agony 
and loss of the black, accurséd cross, all the ago- 
nizing breath, all the horrid throes-of death, all the 
grief, without, within, of the world’s imputed sin. 
Let me know that all of this issues in eternal bliss, 
buys an endless wealth of joy, rich and rare, without 
alloy; that immortal blessings shine, all unending 
and all mine, and the whole vast benison given by 
the Holy One. Let me evermore recall that the 
Giver of it all blessed me with it that I may give 
the blessedness away, give it all to human need, 
souls that hunger, souls that bleed, and in giving from 
my store own my treasure evermore! 











American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Education. 


does not refer to the capital so much as to the rural 
districts. Folks who lived in Rome for the most part 
probably knew Greek. Paul means that he has a 
message for all men, whether learned or unlearned. 


A Leseon Outline 


1. Paul’s responsibility —“I am debtor” (Rom. I: 


14). 
2. Paul’s resolve—‘“I am ready” (Rom, 1:15). 


— reliance—“I am not ashamed” (Rom. 
1: 16). 


Golden Topics 


1. The fillings of the Holy Spirit. In Acts 13: 
52 the imperfect tense is used. This signifies cen- 
tinuous aciion. The disciples kept on being filled 
with the Holy Spirit. It was a moment-by-moment 
filling for a moment-by-moment need. Their experi- 
ence may be and ought to be that of every child of 
God today. The Christian is intended to be like a 
trolley car. He carries no reserves or storage within 
himself. All his fresh springs are in God (Psa. 87: 
7). It is only as the power is received from the 
distant power house that the car can move. The life 
of faith is the life of continuous dependence upon God 
for the supply of every need, material and spiritual. 
Observe that this does not mean passivity. The Chris- 
tian is not simply to besthe passive recipient of the 
Spirit’s presence and power. He is actively to wel- 
come Him, to respond to him, and to co-operate with 
him. The Holy Spirit comes upon Christians not 
to make them lazy but to make them energetic. God 
works in them%so that they may work out (Phil. 2: 
13). The divine operation within the secret place of 
the Christian’s heart is to have as its counter part the 
human activity in the Christian life. 


TuNBRIDGE WEELS, ENG. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Mrs, 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and. an_ Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing ‘some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them s¢e whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 


HO were always present in the Jewish synagogues 
when Paul preached Christ in them? 
2. What does this prove concerning a well-known 
characteristic of the Jews? 
3. Whom did the Jews have to stir up against Paul to 
rout him successfully, in almost every town? 


4. Apart from their zeal for their religion, what per- ~ 


sonal feeling entered into the opposition of the Jews to 
Paul’s preaching ? 

5. In what way is the! 13th chapter of Acts unique 
among all the chapters in The Acts? With what other 
chapter’ can it be contrasted ? 

6. From the teachings of what Old Testament prophet 
did Paul defend his preaching to Gentiles? 
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Lesson for September 6 


¥. What isthe climax of Paul’s appeal'to every audi- 
ence, every listener 

8, Above all other incidents of the lesson, even includ- 
ing the driving of the missionaries from Pisidia, what is the 
most important? 


9. After all what is to us the most vital result of the 
life, mission, death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ? 

10, When our Lord commanded his disciples to go teach 
all nations; claiming all power in heaven and earth, and 
promising to be with them alway, did he indicate by that 
that he would preserve their lives? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MaterIALs: Set two places at a table deco- 
rated for a party, with flowers, fancy dishes, nap- 
kins, place cards, and so on. Have also a couple 
of fancy invitations to the party. 








D> YOU, remember a parable Jesus told of a 
king who made a wedding feast, and invited 
the guests, and nobody came? Suppose I had a 
party. You see, I have the table all set, and here 
are the invitations. Now, let’s play I sent out these 
invitations to a lot.of boys and girls, and they paid 
no attention to the invitation and didn’t come to the 
party. What would I do? Just what the king in 
the parable did: Send out and get-all the poor little 
ragged children I could find, and bring them to my 
party, and they would eat the rainbow sandwiches 
and the ice cream and cake that were ready. 

God chose the Jews for his own peculiar people, 
and he sent his Son to them, and they crucified him. 
Then he sent the apostles and they preached the Gos- 

1 to them. A few believed, but, as a nation, the 
ews rejected the invitation of the Gospel. So God 
turned to the Gentiles, and he sent Paul and Peter 
and the other disciples to preach to them. And _ for 
nearly two thousand years, the invitation to the Gen- 
tiles to come to the marriage feast of the Lamb has 
been sounding through the world. 

Have you accepted this invitation? 

Mopesto, CAL. w 


The Busy Men’s. Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Missionary Objector (M.O.).—IJt was neces- 
sary that the word of God should first have been 
spoken to you: bit seeing ye thrust it from you,... 
lo, we turn to the Gentiles (Acts 13:46). Suppose 
these disciples or their successors had not turned to 
the Gentiles? I wonder # Europe would have been 
another Africa and America still an undiscovered home 
of wild men and wild beasts. Unless the Anglo-Israel 
theory that we are the descendants of the Ten Lost 
Tribes is true we might be bowing down to sticks 
and stones, pounding gongs and making horrible noises 
to scare the devils away. Mighty few of us who 
gather in this Corner came from Classic Greece and 
Iron Rome. Our forefathers of the long ago were 
for the most part the hunted ones of old Cesar, whom 
he chased like any other game through the forests 
and swamps of Gaul and over the moors of Britain. 
Their gods were Balder and Thor, and the whole 
Morse pantheon. - Here is an answer to the “heathen 
at home” missionary objector. The M.O. would 
never have consented as long as there was an uncon- 
verted Jew at home. I expect I have told before about 
dropping into a mid-week prayer-meeting one evening 
in Greenfield, Mass., where I was staying all night 
at the hotel. The minister was away at a conference 
or something and the Woman’s Foreign Missionary 
Society was having a meeting and putting over the 
usual program. I concluded to stay. After a while 
a man got up and began making objections to send- 
ing folks across the sea “when New England fairly 
buzzed. with, heathen.” Just the day before it hap- 
pened: I: had been with Robert E. Speer, foreign 
mission. ’ ry of the Presbyterian Church, on the 
cars from Philadelphia to New York. When I got 
on the New York Central who should be on board 
but John R. Mott, General Secretary of the Y. M. 
C. A. They are old friends, and I got up to the 
minute on foreign missions. So I arose and told Mr. 
M. O. where he got off! (No slang.) After the 
meeting was over the women. came at me in a body. 
“Who in the world are you?” they cried. They said 
this old fellow had been a thorn in the flesh for 
years and spoiled their meetings. “You certainly laid 
him out for good. You'll never know, Mr. Stranger, 
what a service you have rendered us.” When they 
found I was the fellow of ‘the Corner —oh, well, as 
I said to Mrs. Ridgway, “Mary, I thought they were 
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going to kiss me!” (Gen. 12:3— “all families”; John 
10: 16—. “other sheep.” ) 


Workers for the Lord.—And the disciples were 
filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost (v. 52). And 
right here in this very Corner sits one fellow who 
can shout a good loud Methodist-Salvation Army 
“Amen” to this statement. Yes, “Amen Corner,” if 
you please! If any fellow wants to have real joy, 
fun that is actually fun, just get to doing some sure- 
enough definite work for the Master. Here is what 
happens when you make ihe start to do Christ-like 
things, whether you have taken Christ as your Saviour 
or not: You immediately begin to have the tingle and 
the joy of hearing soft voices singing happy songs in 
your heart, and the first thing you know you may 
find yourself high and dry in the kingdom (Mark 12: 
34). At a Sunday-school convention in Louisville, 
Ky., Marion Lawrence was asked, “Should anyone 
who is not a professing Christian be asked to teach 
a Sunday-school class?” Mr. Lawrence replied, “Yes, 
sometimes, according to circumstances.” Then he illus- 
trated by proceeding to tell a story about a man who 
was a hatter in a western neighborhood. “This hatter 
was quite an intelligent fellow, but he fiddled, and 
tippled upon occasion, and was no Christian. There 
was a small Sunday-school in the neighborhood, and 
as teachers were absent he was asked to teach a class 
of boys, to their great delight. This attempt at teach- 
ing was the beginning of the man’s awakening, and 
his conversion followed.” You should have heard 
Marion tell the story as such as he could, with all 
the details. “This man afterward became one of the 
greatest Sunday-school missionaries, with hundreds of 
schools to his credit, many of them growing into pros- 
perous churches.” I have forgotten his name. When 
Marion finished, a man in the audience arose and said, 
“Mr. Lawrence, that man was my father—but he 
never was a drinker.” An old fellow next to me 
whispered, “The fellow don’t know. I have heard 
his dad tell of his conversion from folly and drink, 
and dad ought to know!” 


Our Debts.—/ am debtor both to the Greeks, and 
to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise 
(Rom. 1:14). No man, however much he should like 
to, can live unto himself. Emerson says, “Every soul 
is a celestial Venus to some other. soul,” even though 
I must admit I have often wondered! I expect “Every 
Jack has his Jill,” means about the same thing. High 
brow. and ordinary. Billy Sunday says, “We live in 
a new age which will not tolerate a narrow view- 
point.” In our noble architecture, and isn’t it over- 
whelming as it: reaches heavenward, we are debtor to 
the Greek for its beauty and to the American steel 
works for its strength. Yes, and I must not forget, 
to the “mud hog” for its stability. That sweating 
and toiling piece of humanity away down yonder in 
the compressed air caissons who digs the foundations 
and pours the concrete. In our noble law we are 
debtors to Rome for its strength and to England for 
its interpretation. In our noble literature we are in- 
debted to seers and poets for its breadth and to our 
Bible and Shakespeare for its permanence and the ex- 
pression of its beautiful forms (Job 6:25; 2 Tim. 
1:13). When we were exploiting our machinery in 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


- Third Quarter 
- July 5.—The Gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Acts 1 > 6-14; 2 
2. July 12—The Preaching of the Apostles. 
7 cts 3:1 to 4:31; 1 Cor. 1: 21-25 
3. July 190—Social Service in the Early Church. 
Acts 4: 32-35; 6: 1-7; 9 : 36-39; 2 Cor. 9: 1-15 
4- July 26.—Christianity Spread by Persecution. 
Acts 7:54 to 8:4; 11: 19-21; 26:9-11; 1 Pet. 4: 12-19 
5s. August 2—Philip’s Missionary Labors...... Acts 8: 5-40 
6. August 9.—Saul Converted and Commissioned. 
Acts 9 : 1-31; 2a: 3-21; Gal. 1: 11-17; 1 Tim, 1 : 12-17 
7. August 16. Sowing and Reaping. 
(Temperance Lesson.).......... ebebaese Galatians 6: 1-10 
8 August 23.—A Gospel. for All Men. 
Acts 10:1 to 11 > 18; 1 Cor. 1 : 23-25 
. August 30.—The Mission to Cyprus. Acts 12: 25 to 13:12 
September 6.—Turning to the Gentiles. 
Acts 13: 13-52; Rom. 1 : 14-16; 11 : 1-24 
11. September 13.—Some Missionary Experiences. 
Acts 14; Ephes. 6 : 10-20 
September 20.—The Council in Jerusalem. 
Acts 1§: 1-35; Gal. a 
13. September 27.—Review: The Spread of Christianity 
in Asia. 
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Fourth Quarter 
1. October 4.—The Macedonian Call. 
Acts 15 : 36 to 16:15; Rom. 15 : 18-21 
2. October 11.—Paul in Philippi. Acts 16 : 16-40; Phil. 4: 4-9 
3- October 18.—Paul in Thessalonica and Bercea. 
Acts 17: 1-15; 1 Thess. a: 1-12 
4. October 25.—Paul in Corinth ..... Acts 18: 1-17; 1 Cor. 13 
5. November 1.—World’s Temperance Sunday. 
Gal, 5 : 13-26; Rom. 13: 1-14 
6. November 8—Paul in Ephesus ..Acts 19; Eph. 5 3 §°1% 
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the trade papers we would say in our Christmas ad- 
vertisement, “If the Ridgway machines have made you 
happy your many orders have made us_ prosperous, 
and to be thus helpful one to the other is the secret 
of the successful life after all.” The big plant is a 
money-making enterprise not altogether because of the 
brains in the office, but because of the brawn out in 
the works, This fact is often overlooked by both ex- 
ecutives and stockholders. As a matter of fact, when 
we get down to brass tacks we find the human race 
pretty much all tied up in the same bundle. Tenny- 
son tells us what Heaven desires for the race, “all 
tied by gold chains about the feet of God.” Heaven’s 
directions are in six words. Love your God. Love 
your neighbor. The race of men cannot get along 
with less. Neglect the neighbor and disease will carry 
us off. Neglect our God and heathenism will be our 
finish. Smallpox — Africa. 
Coargsvitue, Pa. 


ye 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure.to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations. must reach The age School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to ill on that portion 
indica 


justrations 
of the lesson text ted im the leseon list after the 
word “Print.” 


IHustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
“— desired, though some-en the Golden Text are alse 
n 


When Every One Brought a Light.—/ have set thee 
to be a light of the Gentiles (Golden Text). “I re- 
member,” says D. L. Moody, “when I was preaching 
in a log house on the frontier, the announcement was 
made: ‘Mr.. Moody will preach at early candle-light.’ 
As darkness grew over the road I. would go to the old 
leg schoolhouse. I would get there first. An old 
woman would come in with one tallow dip, and she 
would set this on end. It didn’t give much light, but if 
you had nothing else you would be glad of a tallow 
candle. The next that would come would bring a light, 
and stick that up on the desk. The next would bring a 
lamp. Every one brought a light, and before long we 
had plenty of light. My friends, let every one of you 
bring your light—be it large-or small —and we shall 
soon light up this dark earth.”"—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


The Book of Acts Repeated.— And the word of the 
Lord was published throughout all the region (Acts 13% 
49). On the left bank of a river in. Pinsk (White 
Russia, Poland), beneath the walls of a monastery, a 
baptism service was to be held. It is one of the few 
opportunities for preaching the Gospel in the open air 
in Poland. It is then that many who will not come to 
the halls may hear the Word of God. As the preaching 
began heads of monks began to appear in the windows. 
Perhaps this was their first and only chance to hear the 
Gospel of salvation by grace alone. The air was so still 
that all could hear,—the tonsured heads of the monks 
listening silently to the words of eternal life —the 
mighty crowd on the banks of the river — sight-seers 
in little boats crowding near, and the white robed group 
to be baptized on the hillside——thus by the wonderful 
grace of God, from despised believers, the Gospel mes- 
sage reached out into this large company.—From The 
European Christian Magazine. Sent by Esther Rile, 
Brooklyn, N. Y 


A Joy Better than Education.—Filled with joy 
(v. 52). Into a mission chapel in Peking, where a 
prayer service was being held, a poor coolie came and 
kneeled. He was so ignorant and stupid that it seemed 
he could not understand even the simple Gospel mes- 
sage. While others were rejoicing, he continued plead- 
ing the name of Jesus, which was all the prayer he 
knew. Soon he arose with a happy face, stammering 
out, “I am nothing but a poor stupid coolie. I have no 
money, and no learing, but in my heart’s center I have 
an unable-to-speak-it-out joy..—From The Christian 
be og (British). Sent by Paul Bowden, New Albany, 
nd. 


His Talent Dedicated to Christ.—/ am not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ (Rom. 1:16). One of the State 
societies at Los Angeles was holding its annual reunion. 
Three thousand people had gathered in a beautiful grove 
and had pariaken of a hearty lunch. Then the president 
of the society announced that a musical program would 
be given. Robert Harkness, the well-known Christian 

ianist, then rendered a few numbers of old sacred melo- 
dies with variations, which were received with enthusi- 
asm. Then the president announced that three young 
ladies would perform a special dance, and asked Mr. 
Harkness to play for them. Much to his surprise and 
chagrin he received a polite negative reply. Thereupon 
the president appeared before the throng and an- 
nounced that Mr. Harkness had refused to play. Mr. 
Harkness arose and said, “My reason for. not playing 
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for the dance is simply. that my talent.is 
not my own. It is devoted wholly to the 
service of Christ.”"— From Grace and 
Truth. Sent by Jennie Ebersole, Sebring, 
Fla. 


Breaking a Rock.—/t is the power of 
God (v. 16). Brother Seitz te!’. the 
story of a woman who was saved, and 
who had been called to rescue the most 
depraved women inher community. One 
of the worst of these, who was very ill, 
seemed so hardened that no word of 
Scripture had any effect. When the saved 
woman saw death was approaching, she 
went home and prayed: “Heavenly 
Father, it is written in the Bible, ‘Is not 
my word like a... hammer that breaketh 
the rock in pieces?’ I have not: found 
the word that can crush this stony heart. 
If there is in Scripture that which can 
melt or break it, show it to me...” Her 
attention was called to Isaiah 43: 1-4, 
“Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, 
I have called thee by thy name; thou art 
mine,” and so on. When she read: these 
lines she was startled and felt there was 
some mistake. Such words were surely 
tco good for so depraved a person. But 
the Spirit of God insisted, so she put her 
Bible under her arm and went to see the 
dying woman, saying, “I have brought 
you something beautiful. The Saviour 
sent me to say to you, ‘Fear not: for I 
have redeemed thee, I have called thee by 
thy name; thou art mine’.” When the 
woman heard these words she sank back 
on the pillow, drew the bedclothes over 
her head, and after a little began sob- 
bing. Finally she broke out with, “Is it 
true? Can he love me? I have been too 
wicked. But it must be true, otherwise 
he would not have sent it to me.” Her 
heart was broken—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Anna LaCelle, 
Lacona, N. Y. 


When a Jewish Boy Was Grafted In 
Again.—And they also, if they continue 
not still in unbelicf, shall be graffed in: 
for God is able to graff them in_again 
(Rom. 11:23). The Jewish boy who 
read his Gospel at once and signed up 
forty-nine’ for the School-bag Gospel 
League was so pleased with the Gospel 
of John that he hastened to headquarters 
to get one of the others. Before leaving, 
he gave his heart to the Lord, and prayed 
this prayer, “O Lord, I want to know 
the truth.” A little later, he came to 
the headquarters with twenty-two cards 
signed up, and said, “I want twenty-two 
Gospels.”. When he went home with 
them his mother asked, “What is this 
that makes such a bulk in your pockets?” 
On his telling her, she took them and 
destroyed them all, then gave the boy a 
severe beating, leaving him with cuts on 
forehead and cheek. What do you think 
he did? He went out and signed up 
twelve more children, then returned to 
headquarters for thirty-four Gospels. 
What a missionary in this Jewish boy !— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Spencer, S. D. Prise 
illustration, 


ye 
From the Platform 
By Philip E, Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.— Our Father, 
we thank thee that the life-giving Gospel 
was not for one people alone, but for all. 
Forbid, we pray thee, that any of us in this 
school should turn away from thy offer of 
salvation, and refuse to hear or to heed the 
call of divine love and compassion. May we 
realize the duty ‘that rests upon the Chris- 
tian to make Christ known to others. Give 
us, we pray thee, a keen desire to tell others 
the Good News. May we be true witnesses 
for him who gave himself, the just for the 
unjust, that we might have eternal life. In 
his dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Over the door of 
a mission hall in Washington, D. C., on 


the wall inside the building are these 
startling words,—“Have you _ rejected 
Christ again?” (Write them on the 


blackboard.) Those words are bound 
to be seen by every one on the way out, 
after a meeting. Those men and women 
have heard the offer of salvation. Have 
they accepted the Saviour as their own? 
Their answer makes all the difference 


again and again the mission workers will 
be forced to turn from those who say 
“no” to the invitation and those who are 
willing. to say “yes.” How sad it is to 
think any will reject the Saviour!’ What 
a privilege to tell others the Good News, 
and hear them say “I will!” Perhaps 
some of us today will want to say “yes” 
to the Lord Jesus before we leave this 
room. Why not? Let us pray that the 
Holy Spirit may tead anv here who have 
not done so to accept Christ today. 





HAVE YOU 
REJECTED CHRIST 
AGAIN 7? 











Lesson Hymns 
“The Light of the World is Jesus.” 
“Jesus Saves.” 
“Throw Out the Life-Line.” 
“Jesus Paid It All.” 
“*Go Ye Into All the World.’” 
“Nor Silver Nor Gold.” 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Acts 13:13-52. Ask the class 

to tell you who were the first mis- 
sionaries, and from what city they began 
their journey. Let your helper for this 
week point out Antioch in Syria, the 
starting point, and follow their journey 
line sailing from Seleucia, crossing the 
island of Cyprus, and then on up to 
Perga in Pamphylia. Draw a small circle 
around Salamis and Paphos, showing 
that the Good News had been preached 
in both cities. 

Explain that when Paul and Barnabas 
landed at. Perga in Pamphylia, they had 
the same difficulties that many mission- 
aries meet today. There were no rail- 
roads, not many highways, and there were 
robbers, too, along the way. Then they 
were among races of people who spoke 
different languages. Were Paul and 
Barnabas afraid of the robbers and-the 
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complain about the rough roads _they 
must travel, and the new languages they 
must learn? Were they afraid of hun- 
ger and thirst? Of course, they knew 
that it was not an easy journey. But 
the Lord whom they loved had told them 
to. go, and, trusting in him, they went 
right on up to Antioch in Pisidia. Have 
the travel line marked up to Antioch, 
which was an important city. 

On the Sabbath day Paul and Barna- 
bas went to the Jewish church, and were 
asked to speak to the people. Paul 
preached. He was so glad to tell his 
people about the Lord Jesus. He first 
talked with them about how God had 
chosen the children of Israel and blessed 
them, promising to give them a Saviour. 
Then he told:them about the Lord Jesus 
coming, and the rulers in Jerusalem cru-* 
cifying him, and God raising him from 
the dead, just as their prophets had writ- 
ten long years before. Paul knew how 
every one needed a Saviour, and he told 
the people the wonderful Good News. 
He said, “Through this man is preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sins.” And 
he warned them of the danger of not 
believing on the Lord Jesus after they 
heard about him. We are glad that 
many of the Jews believed the Good 
News. Paul and Barnabas encouraged 
them to keep on believing on the Lord 
Jesus. 

The next Sabbath day the synagogue 
was crowded with people who came to 
hear the Word of But it made the 
unbelieving Jews jealous for so many 
people to come to hear the missionaries, 
and they spoke against the message of 
Paul and Barnabas, and. said some very 
wicked things. Paul and Barnabas said 
that they had told the Good News to 
the Jews first—just as the Lord had 
said to do. But since they did not care 
for eternal life, that the Good News 
would be offered to the heathen people. 
The heathen people were glad to hear this, 
and many of them believed, and were 
saved, and the Word of .-God -spread 
through all the country around Antioch. 

Then the Jews talked with the leading 
men and women of the city against Paul 
and. Barnabas, and made them leave the 
city. Have a circle drawn around Anti- 
och, for when the missionaries told the 





wild beasts they might meet? Did they 


people there about the Lord Jesus some 
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Sir Ralph, the rover, tore his hair; 
He cursed himself.in his despair. 





between spiritual life and spiritual death. 
Some will refuse. Some will accept, and 


The waves rush in on every side; 
The ship is sinking beneath the tide. 





But ever in his dying fear 

One dreadful sound he seemed to hear, — 

A sound as if with the Inchcape bell 

The Devil below was ringing his knell. 
—Robert Southey. 
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believed the Good News, and the Holy 
Spirit had come into their hearts, mak- 
ing them very. happy. So when Paul 
and Barnabas were driven from th> city 
they were happy to leave a little group 
of believers. 

Have the travel line traced to Econium.” 
This was no doubt a rough road, and 
we shall leave the missionaries there for 
this- week. 

Sing, “I Love to Tell the Story.” 

Curinton, S. C. 


w ; 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mra. S. H. Askew 





How the. Lesson Is Taught This Week 
The First Bearers of Christianity: 
Still adventuring for Christ: 

(1) in a land of Greek culture, 

(2) to the Jews first, 

(3) turning to the Gentiles, 

(4) “filled with joy and the Holy 
Spirit.” 














TILL adventuring for their Christ, we 

find Paul and Barnabas, as. they 
passed on from the near-by island of 
Cyprus to the mainland we call today 
Anatolia; but in their day it was divided - 
into provinces, marked by Greek culture, 
though at that time all under Roman 
rule. 


(1) Since probably most of you aré 
teaching high school girls, you can waken 
their interest with a bit of introduction 
from the Greek history of these prov- 
inces, which in Paul's day were more 
Greek than Greece itself in some ways, 
with wealth and culture in evidence in 
all the larger cities. Many of these were 
of a size and importance to be allowed 
by the Romans to make their own coins, 
and fine Roman roads crossed this large 
peninsula in several directions. There 
were wild regions, in the high bordering 
mountains, and the northern section of 
the great inland plateau was still some- 
what barbarous, but we seldom find Paul 
choosing such regions in which to plant 
his Gospel. He chose rather the cities 
that were centers of influence, so that 
in his audiences we find the learned and 
“great” ones of his day, as well as mul- 
titudes of the “common” run of people. 

Help your girls to see all this, in im- 
agination, and note well the contrast be- 
tween these first missionary journeys and 
those our present-day missionaries make. 
While Paul himself was a well-born and 
cultured ‘scholar, a cosmopolitan by birth 
and training-and in his viewpoints, a man 
ef the schools and cities, he represented 
a race regarded as inferior in these 
things by those peoples to whom he 
preached his Gospel; whereas our mis- 
sionaries now represent a race that re- 
gards itself as the superior in such mat- 
ters to those to whom we send them. 
The Greeks of the Roman world were 
not likely to look upon anything recom- 
mended by a« Jew as superior to what 
they already knew, even in religion; in 
which field the Hebrews certainly were 
the leaders of the world, whether so 
recognized then or not. Paul had no 
easy task when he set out on this great 
adventure! 


(2) True to his commission (Acts 9: 
15), Paul always first offered the Gospel 
to the Jews he found in every city, 
preaching Jesus as the Christ in their 
own synagogues, Sabbath after Sabbath, 
te great crowds of them. But this in- 
variably ended in the bitter persecution 
of the Christian messengers and their 
expulsion~ from the synagogues, and, 
usually, their being driven with utmost 
cruelty from the very city itself _Our 
lesson this week centers in just such an 
occasion, as the reading of the whole 
thirteenth chapter will show. 


(3) Then, always, Paul and his com- 
panion-preachers would turn to the 
pagan Gentiles of the Greek or allied 
races, often including the Roman officials 
of the town. From among them always 
many believed his message and “the word 
of the Lord” would then be spread abroad 
throughout the whole region around that 
city-center. So it was in Antioch (in 






















































































































Lesson for September 6 


Pisidia), so it was in Iconium, so it was 
practically everywhere. 

(4) But also everywhere this thrilling 
adventure for their Christ, no matter 
what its hardships and dangers and even 
disappointments, brought those first 
bearers of the message great joy, because 
they were sure they were following the 
leadership of. the Holy Spirit! So on 
they went—and on we shall follow 
them! Shall we? 


Home Study 

We begin with this lesson to fill in 
our chart in the section marked “Paul 
the Missionary,” and this very first jour- 
ney (chap. 13) gives us many new names 
to write in that column of places. Would 
you like to choose place-names for these 
next dozen or so chapters— since Paul 
is the leading figure in them all? And 
what is your key verse for this one? 
Try this week drawing the chart from 
memory, chapters 1-13. See how much 
you really know abeut this wonderful 
Book of Acts. 


Decatur, GA. 









‘Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 
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Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CuRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material-in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YouTH, which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CHRISTIAN YouTH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THE SuNDAY 
ScHoo. TIMEs, 


1. To what city of the same name as 
the one from which they started did 
missionaries come in our lesson? 

‘2. Who preached a sermon there that 
made the people ask for more? 

3. What ugly sin showed itself in the 
hearts of the Jews at the second preach- 
ing service? 

4. To what important decision did the 
Holy Spirit lead Paul when the Jews 
rejected. the Gospel in Antioch? 

5. With what Scripture did he check 
up this. decision? 

6. What influential people did the Jews 
call upon to help them force Paul and 
Barnabas out of the city? 

7. What formal act of rejection and 
disapproval, commanded by the Lord 
Jesus, did Paul and Barnabas perform as 
they left Antioch of Pisidia? 


+ 4 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The dead-letter office. 
Discussion: Name the classes of peo- 
ple to whom we (as letters) are ad- 
dressed, 


Objective: Making sure to deliver. 











Se: fellows, the dead-letter office at 
Washington is an interesting place, 
but it is a sad place, for it is the re- 
pository of misdirected and undelivered 
letters and packages. It is the dumping 
ground of accumulated failures. Last 
year there were taken from these many 
thousands of dollars in money and many 
valuables in jewelry and other forms, 
mounting into more thousands of dollars. 
And this is not.all: there were hundreds 
of thousands of letters with messages 
that had been waited for and longed for, 
yet never delivered. It would be im- 
possible to estimate the labor, the time 
spent, the agony of spirit that had been 
invested in those letters and packages — 
and the disappointed need which they 
were designed to fill. 

When I scan the record of the visit of 
Paul and Barnabas to Antioch in Pisidia 
I think ef them as “letters” of the Lord 
Jesus Christ being faithfully delivered; 
and although they were mistreated: and 
actually driven out of the city by the 


|enemies of Jesus ‘Christ, yet .they left 


the glad news of the Gospel securely en- 
trenched in the hearts of those for whom 
it was designed: the believing Jews and 


41 the Gentiles. 


Now, fellows, I wonder if you realize 


| that. you are a ‘document to be delivered 


to certain addresseés? and that the writer 
of that document is no less a. pérson than 
the Lord Jesus Christ? Life takes on 
real importance when looked at in the 
light of that fact. There’s a new dig- 
nity to it. Everything a fellow does to 
conserve or improve his health, to train 
his mind, to give skill to his hands, is 
but to enable him the more surely and 
more effectively to deliver himself as 
a message in person from his Master. 
Every time a fellow overcomes a temp- 
tation which, yielded to, would weaken 
him morally or spiritually, he clears the 
way for more power to deliver the mes- 
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sage. You have a clean message to 
carry — flowing clear as crystal from the 
throne of God. You want to be a clean 
messenger. ‘Who shall ascend into the 
hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in 
his holy place? He that hath clean hands, 
and a pure heart” (Psa. 24:3, 4). 

A postman was telling me what a sense 
of security he felt in his work delivering 
the mail. “Why,” said he, “all the re- 
sources of the Government are pledged 
to support me in carrying on my work. 
If I have only one smali post card in 
my bag, no man dare to molest me in 
its delivery. All the federal police 
powers of the United States, including 
the Army and Navy, would be thrown 
into action if necessary to secure the safe 
delivery of that post card.” And that 
led me to think how confidently you and 
I may set forth to deliver with our life, 
our personality, our equipment such as it 
is, the flaming truth of the Gospel. The 
Word of our Lord is just as much for 
us today as it was for the disciples, 
when he said: “All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth, Go... 
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end.” 

Fellows, “You. are a letter of Christ, 

. written not with ink, but with the 
Spirit of the ever-living God—an* not 
on tablets of stone, but on human hearts 
as tablets” (2 Cor. 3:3, Weymouth). 

You and I don’t want to turn up in 
God’s dead-letter office, 


GreENsSBORO, N. C, 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of August 30) 


1. This human leadership shifts from 
Peter to Paul, though Peter evidently re- 
mains the central figure among the home- 
keeping Jews. 


2. The latter part of Acts 9 and Gala- 
tians 1 gives us all we know of Paul’s 
whereabouts during this interval of time, 
—in Damascus, in Arabia, in Jerusalem, in 
Syria (city unnamed), and in Cilicia (sup- 
posedly in Tarsus). 

3. As usually computed, 
years’ 
events. 


4. Acts 4: 36, 37 introduces him to us 
as one of those first Christians who gave 
to the common fund; Acts 9: 26, 27 show 
him as Saul’s warm advocate upon his first 
appearance in Jerusalem as a Christian; 
Acts 11: 20-24 tell of his mission from the 
church in Jerusalem to visit the growing 
church in Antioch, and ‘then of his going 
to seek Saul in Tarsus to bring him to 
preach in Antioch. 

5. “He was a good man, and full of the 
Holy Spirit, and of faith’ (Acts 11: 24). 

6. They were known during earnest 
prayer, —the earnestness of the prayer be- 
ing. all the more manifest by the fasting. 

7. By the voices of his servants who live 
close to the Lord in prayer and self-immo- 
lating service, and whose messages are true 
to the integrity of the Word of G 

8. The witness of the Holy Spirit to 
himself, direct. 

Nehemiah 9: 20; Luke 12: 12; 1 Cor- 
hives B: 343.1 John 2:27; John 16: 13; 
Acts 16: 6. 


: seven fo nine 
time elapsed between these two 
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Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 
Our class has been at work on the train- 

ing course four months. At first the pupils 
seemed to feel the importance of the studies, 
but now the spiritual side of it seems to be 
forgotten. What can we do? 

RAYERFULLY plan a devotional 

service in connection with every class 
session. Engage-in prayer. Have Bible 
reading or have: passages of Scriptures 
recited. Invite the pastor or other earnest 
Christians. Speak briefly along devo- 
tional lines. Stop sometimes during class 
work and spend a few minutes in silent 
prayer. Keep before the class the thought 
of God’s presence and his readiness to 
help. 





We are having difficulty. in finding the 
right teacher for our teacher training class. 
We could probably secure a ‘well informed 
college graduate, but, he has but little 
interest in  spiritual- things. The - only 
other possible teacher is a devoted Christian 
who has had only little educational advan- 
tages. What should we do? 

UNDAY- SCHOOL teacher training 

is deeply spiritual work. It is of vital 
importance that the teacher oi the class 
be first of all a faithful Christian.. It 
will be far better to find for the class a 
leader who will teach froma rich experi- 
ence of. the grace of God,.though limited 
in the learning. of the schools, ° than to 
have a. thoroughly trained college gradu- 
ate who is- lacking. in appreciation of 
spiritual values. The = training © class 
leader should be one: whose life and 
teaching will exalt God our heavenly 
Father and Christ.our Savidur and. Lord. 





We have just started a teacher training 
class and are using one of the elementary 
textbooks. I am now ‘itiformed that ~ this 
book is ‘no longer recognized. Please teil 
me what to do. 

HE International Council of Religious 

Education has withdrawn its approval 
of all Elementary textbooks. Some of 
the denominational Sunday-school Boards 
have also discontinued approval of all 
except the Standard Course books. Other 
denominations continue to recognize the 





Elementary courses and provide examina- 
tions and certificates. 

Write to the Sunday-school headquart- 
ers of your denomination. If you cannot 
obtain certificate recognitions, but feel 
that the textbook you have adopted is 
better fitted to meet the needs of the class 
than the Standard books, there can be no 
objection to your teaching the lessons. 
Your class would, of course, have to be 
content without official examinations and 
recognition, 

In our little town we have five Sunday- 
schools. All these schools need trained 
teachers. The schools are small, and no one 
of them has enough material to form a suc- 
cessfui training class. What do you advise? 

VERY small class of two or three 

people may become a very successful 
class. A competent leader with two 
earnest students may do much to improve 
the teaching standard of any school. It 
may be better, however, to organize a 
community class. One or more students 
from each of the five schools would pro- 
vide enough members to form a class of 
desirable numbers. The best available 
teacher should be secured. The class 
could enroll with the State and County 
Sunday School Associations. Official 
examinations could then be taken. The 
work should be done with view to receiv- 
ing a certificate or diploma at a carefully 
prepared graduation service. 


Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. A.W. Karnell 


Former Chairman of the Home Department 
Committee of the pannetionss Sunday School 
at 


Several members of my district listen to 
the teaching of the Sunday-school lesson by 
a Pee pete: preacher, over the radio. When 
I call they say, “I have not touched the 


quarteily, but I know every lesson just 
the same, and here is my report.” Should 
I continue these as members? They do not 


need the quarterly, or my visits, it seems. 


O HEAR the lesson taught by a con- 

secrated preacher is in my opinion 
far better than to study the lesson alone. 
I most certainly would continue them as 
members. At the same time I think you 
ought to show them what they miss by 
not using the quarterly. There are the 
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daily Bible readings, keeping them in 
touch with the Bible through the whole 
week instead of just on one day. Then 
there are helpful prayers, poetry, and 
comments in connection with the lesson 
for each day. ; 

Do not overlook the fact that there is 
a long period in the summer when the 
lesson is not taught over the radio. Sure- 
ly your members will need a quarterly 
through these sionths. 

Also the Visitor’s influence in the 
home as a church representative cannot 
be overemphasized. ; 

By all means allow them to mark their 
envelopes, as having studied the lessons, 
and encourage them to listen in. 





I have had my. district for sixteen years. 
I know every member of every family, most 
of their troubles, and many of their joys. I 
have gotten all the members for the Sunday- 
school and the Home Department that I 
expect I will ever get, and yet there are 
enough people represented in these homes 
to make a big new group for the Home 
Department and some for the Sunday- 
school besides. I believe if I was to be 
changed to another district, and some one 
else take mine, that these people could be 
secured; and I might have the same experi- 
ence in another district. I think we are too 
conservative in our plans. I am out to get 
people to study the Bible. I think I have 
reached the end of my usefulness in that 
line in my district, and it is time to try 
elsewhere. 

My — superintendent, however, is afraid 
some of my members will drop out if she 
changes Visitors. I tell her we may keep 
all we have, and add many new ones if she 
will just have the courage to try my plan. 
Please take my side —and answer it in the 
Times. 


How blessed would be the work of 
our Home Department if every 
Visitor after as many years of faithful 
service and “knowing most of the mem- 
bers’ troubles” were as eager for new 
members to study the Book as you are! 
Exchange of visitors would then be a 
blessed revival of interest in every dis- 
trict. 

Yet I can understand your superin- 
tendent’s hesitancy, for to keep what you 
have today is nearly as important as to 
get new members. Then again she may 
not have a Visitor that she would con- 
sider the right person to take your place 
after so many years of service. A’ Visitor 
to whom the families tell “most of their 
troubles” becomes a valuable friend and 
a great asset in our Home Department 
work. 

Why not try an exchange of Visitors 
for one or two Quarters? Let it be so 
announced to the members, and make it a 
contest between the Visitors to see how 
many new members can be secured in this 
way. I know of cases where exchanges 
of this kind have been tried, and much 
enjoyed both by the members and the 
Visitors. If your superintendent deems 
it advisable it could be made permanent 
in your case. 

What is the real objective of the Home 
Department? We have a large membership 
in our department, but it all seems so hap- 
hazard to me. We give out the books, some- 
times we receive reports, but most of the 
time we do not. Many of our members 
never look at the book. Certainly they never 
study the lessons, and never give anything. 
Still we continue them as members year 





after year, There seems to be so little 
spirit or real purpose in it all. Who is to 
blame and can this condition be remedied? 


W E are living in an age of great 
spiritual dearth. Thousands of 
churches and ofganizations are aware of 
it. Many are discouraged, and in our 
discouraged condition we fall an easy 
prey to the tempter and forget that “the 
Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it can- 
not save; neither his ear heavy, that it 
cannot hear.” 

There is only one remedy for a depart- 
ment in this condition. New methods 
and plans of work will not suffice. The 
difficulty goes deeper than that. The 
superintendent should call her workers 
together, earnestly present the problem, 
and bring it to God in prayer. The Visit- 
ors council should then be formed into 
a prayer band, pledged to pray every day 
at a certain time for each home,— yes, 
for each member of each home, for the 
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council, that there may be an outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit-on the whole work. 
You will find that prayer changes things. 
I could give you a number of incidents 
where God has honored such intercession, 
and the department has taken on new 
life and has become a vital factor in the 
church. The chief objective of the Home 
Department is to encourage the study of 
God’s Word, to try by every means to 
stimulate the spiritual life of the home, 
to encourage family worship, and to co- 
operate in every way possible for the 
salvation of every member of the home. 
When the Visitor has caught the vision 
of her great opportunity, a burning zeal 
will fill her heart, and nothing in con- 
nection with her work can possibly be- 
come haphazard or tedious. 


ve 
Children’s. Division Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


I am coming to you for suggestions as to 
what we can do to make our assembly room 
more attractive. The Primary Department 
meets in a loitg, narrow room that seems to 
defy all attempts to make it cheerful and 
cozy. We do want to make a “place beauti- 
ful” for our children, but so far have been 
unable to do much with our present quarters. 

N a Bible school in Kentucky I saw 

such a room as you describe con- 
verted into a most charming place by 
using a light lattice work to cut the 
length. This was built out several feet 
from the end of the room and formed. an 
arbor. The superintendent’s table was 
placed in this niche, the lattice work just 
coming to the outer edge. Over windows 
and doorways this same lattice work was 
continued. It was made of heavy strips 
of cardboard, of a pretty shade of green, 
and at the intersections there were dainty 
paper blossoms. It would of course have 
been more durable had it been of wood. 
The entire appearance of the room was 
delightful, and no needed room sacrificed. 





Which is the more important, an attrac- 
tive room for the children on Sunday, or the 
personality of the teacher? 

HE attractiveness of the room in 

which the children meet on Sunday 
morning has considerable bearing on their 
attitude during the service. Have you 
considered the value of making the deco- 
rations fit into the worship program? 
Surely the Giver of all good gifts has 
provided such decorations as will pro- 
duce the right-attitude for worship. Post- 
ers, pictures, flowers, plants, flags, clean 
window curtains, a general tidy conditio 
—all these help to produce the desi? 
atmosphere. 

True, the personality of the teacher 
may be such that unattractive surround- 
ings are forgotten to some ‘extent, but we 
must acknowledge that there is a strong 
reaction in. good behavior when the room 
is pleasing. 





I have lately been given a class of boys in 
our Sunday-School and am writing to ask 
for some help as to just how I should go 
about preparing my lesson. 

ANY years ago I learned a simple 

outline that I still use in helping me 
prepare for my own class. Of course you 
will study the Bible passage and all avail- 
able helps. But this may be done around 
the following outline and made more bene- 
ficial because a regular schedule is fol- 
lowed. 

First, be punctual in your preparation. 
Start in plenty of time to insure a 
thorough study of the lesson material. 
Get a grip on the lesson a week or two 
in advance of the date on which it is to 
be presented, and constantly build up your 
teaching program. 

Second, keep in good physical condi- 
tion. Does it seem unreasonable to ex- 
pect a Sunday-school teacher to keep 
herself in good physical trim so as to be 
at her very best when before her class on 
Sunday? You can’t work yourself out 
on Saturday and expect to be your best 
on Sunday. If the class is worth teach- 
ing, it is worth planning your daily work 
so that the heaviest duties will not fall 
on Saturday. 





superintendent and each Visitor of the 


Third, be prayerful. Prepare yourself 


prepare its teaching points; pray over the 
scholars by name as you discover some- 
thing in the text that will be particularly 
fitting to each, 

Fourth, be persistent: in your pursuit 
after help in preparing this lesson. Use 
your Bible, use lesson helps, use personal 
illustrations. Be ever on the lookout for 
aid in making this lesson clear to your 
pupils. 

And, finally, be practical, Know each 
pupil so well that you can make practical 
applications of each lesson. Be practical 
in your presentation of the subject and 
practical in your selection of illustrative 
material. This simple outline will enable 
any teacher, even though in the so-called 
“untrained” class to become more pro- 
ficient. 





I have a class of eleven-year-old boys, 
and find it hard to provide an entertaining 
form of handwork that appeals to them dur- 
ing the pre-session period. What would you 
suggest? 


N OT long ago I saw a strikingly beau- 

tiful missionary poster made by a 
class of Junior boys. At the top of a 
sheet of cardboard they lettered the words 
“I gave my life for thee. What hast thou 
given for me?” Beneath this was mount- 
ed a picture of the head of Christ. 

Below this again were many pictures, 
all taken from magazines, representing 
different lines of work being carried on 
by the church through its various agen- 
cies, 

Because of the research work necessary 
to secure this information the boys 
learned that their own church was actively 
engaged in a number of different projects. 
engaged in a number of different projects. 
If the teacher had supplied all the infor- 
mation needed by the boys in making the 
poster, much of its educational value 
would have been lost. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
_ By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sept. 13. What Should Our Meetings Accom- 
plish? 2 Pet. 1: 5-11. 

Sept. 20, Our Share in Making Christ Known 
to the World. Rom. 1: 14-16. 

Sept. 27. What Our Society Plans to Do 
This Year. Eccles. 9: 10; 11:6. (Rally Day.) 

Oct. 4. What Jesus Teaches about Obedience. 
Matt. 7: 20-27, (Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, September 6 


Prayer: Jesus’ Teaching and Example 
(Luke 11: 1-13) 
(Consecration Meeting) 





Mon.—The model prayer (Matt. 6: 9-13) 
Tues.—Pray together (Matt. 18: 19) 
Wed.—Pray in faith (Mark 11: 12-14, 


20-24) ? 

Thurs.—Pray in the right spirit (Mark 
II: 25, 

Fri—Pray in Jesus’ name (John 14: 
11-14) 

Sat.—Jesus’ greatest prayer (John 17: 
1-5, 18-26) 











Why did Jesus urge secret prayer? (Matt. 
6:5.) a ‘ 

Why is prayer sometimes not answered? 
How may we learn to pray aright? 


HE captain of a small vessel was 

taken very ill, one night, far out at 
sea. The ship’s medicine chest was filled 
with drugs, but no one aboard the boat 
had the skill to choose or compound a 
remedy. But there was one hope. North, 
east, south and west went out the electric 
impulses from the ship’s wireless set, 
seeking in the darkness a doctor /on some 
other ship. At last, across hundreds of 
miles, the answer came. A physician had 
been found, the directions for preparing 
the needed medicine were given; and the 
captain’s life was saved. 


ue 
The newspapers spoke of the incident 
as a “parable of prayer.” But there is 
one striking difference between this wire- 
less appeal and the prayers of a Christian. 
The radio operator sent out his message, 





spiritually. Pray over the lesson as you 


not sure of receiving an answer. Even 
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though there might be ships within a few 
miles, he could not be cértain that’ they 
had wireless equipment or that an opera- 
tor would catch his signals. But the 
Christian who prays may be absolutely 
certain that a loving Father, who never 
stumbers or sleeps, will hear his faintest 
cry; that he is eager to help his needy 
child; and that the answer will surely 
come. 

It is this great truth that the Lord 
Jesus emphasizes so strongly in our 
Scripture reading for this week’s meet- 
ing. In teaching his disciples to pray, he 
begins by reminding them that ‘God is not 
an unfeeling deity who holds himself 
aloof, but that he is their Father (v.2). 
As a father he can be appealed to for 
daily needs such as food, strength to re- 
sist temptation (vs. 3, 4). 

Then Christ used the iltustration of the 
importunate friend (v. 5-10) and the 
earthly father (vs. 11-13) to picturé the 
“much more” fatherhood of God. Notice 
the plain teaching. Though an earthly 
friend will rise from his bed to give help 
only to save himself from being annoyed, 
“I say unto you, ask [of your heavenly 
Father], and it shall be given you.” And 
again, if an evil father will give good 
gifts, “how much more shall your heaven- 
ly Father give.” 

“There can be but one object in such 
teaching,— to create in our hearts faith 
in our Father’s.goodness, and in his will- 
ingness and readiness to answer prayer. 
Such faith is one of the requirements 
God lays down for prevailing prayer. 
In Mark 11:24 we read Christ’s word 
for this,— “Therefore I say unto you, 
What things soever ye desire, when ye 
pray, believe that ye receive them, and 
ye shall have them.” 


we 

But the Lord jesus taught other prayer 
rules. He taught that prayer is to be 
addressed to the Father (Luke 11:2; 
John 16:23). We are to ask in the 
name, or for the sake of the Son. ‘What- 
soever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, he will give it you” (John 16:23). 
We are to pray in the power of and 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
(John 16: 13-15). 

We are to ask according to God’s will. 
“And this is the confidence [or assurance] 
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Lesson for September 6 


that we have in him, that, if we ask any 
thing according to his will, he heareth 
us” (1 John 5:14). We need the direc- 
tion of the Holy Spirit to do this. 

Christ taught that private prayer had 
its place (Matt. 6:5). Shut away in 
one’s room, there is no temptation to 
pray merely to be heard, and no intrusion 
of the thought of what those about us are 
saying or doing, But he also taught that 
there is. power in united prayer. “If 
two of you shall agree on earth as touch- 
ing any thing that they shall ask, it shall 
be done for them of my Father which is 
in heaven” (Matt. 18: 19). 

te 

Why then are our prayers _ not 
answered? James gives us two reasons. 
“Ye have not because ye ask not” (Jas. 
4:2) is the first startling reason. But 
we may say that we have prayed. Have 
we? Have we really held:on in believing 
prayer, or have we conterit with a request 
of a few seconds length? Sometimes we 
even let our wish or hope serve in the 
place of a definite. request, and then 
wonder why we get no: answer. 

The second reason for unanswered 
prayer that James gives is a sobering one, 
“Ye ask, and receive not. because ye ask 
amiss [evilly], that ye may consume it 
_—_———— . 
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ing in every way. $65 monthly. Highest references. 

Miss E. E. Laturop, Exeter, New Hampshire 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


upon your lusts” (James 4:3). When 
we do this we break God’s prayer rule 
that we should pray according to his will. 
Let us examine our requests and our 
motives when we are tempted to think 
that Godthas not heard us. The fault lies 
not with him. He will show us how to 
pray if we will seek the guidance of his 
Spirit and his Word. 
ye 
How much do I really pray? 
Does God answer my prayers? 


why ? 
PHILADELPHIA, 





For Family Worship ) 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily ‘Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 31 to September 6 

Mon.—Acts 13: 13-24... The Saviour. of Israel. 

Soon after his conversion Mr. James 
H. McConkey heard Dr. D..M. Stearns 
speak in York, Pa. He did not remem- 
ber a word of the message, but went 
away overwhelmed with the conviction, 
“I can teach that way, too.” This is 
Paul’s first recorded sermon, and how 
rit does fashion its argument after 
Stephen’s sermon! All God’s goodnesses 
to Israel had their climax in Jesu , the 
only Saviour (v. 23). He is still Israel’s 
Saviour, and the nation is increasingly 
realizing it. In Eastern Europe in the 
past decade 90,000 Jews have believed. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Miss 
Margaret J. Quinn, retired Christian and 
Missionary. Alliance worker from. China, 
who continues to witness in Korea (78 
Takezoacho Ni-Chome, Seoul) whére the 
Lord opened a new field for her among 
the 91,460 Chinese there; for the 800 
persons who have turned to Christ; for 
the native, self-supporting Church. 


Tues.—Acts 13: 25-39. Good Tidings. 

The best news in the world is that 
Jesus Christ rose from the dead. It is 
the culminating proof to Israel that 
Jesus Christ is their Messiah, and to us 
that he is our Saviour. Peter and the 
apostles had also been preaching it. Now 
Paul begins another line of teaching 
—that we can be justified only by faith 
in this risen Lord (v. 39). 


Prayer SuGcestions: Pray for Mr. 
J.B. Tottle, of Dehra Dun, United Prov- 
inces, India, teaching in: a school for 
Indian boys, and in the jails and bazaars 
of Northern India; for the supply of all 
his needs. 


Wed.—Acts 13 : 40-52. Turning to the Gentiles. 

Some of the Jews believed, but many 
despised the solemn warnings of the 
apostles (v. 45). The Gentiles were glad 
when salvation was offered to them (v. 
48). But would they universally accept 
the risen Lord? No, and that is doubt- 
less the reason the inspiring Holy Spirit 
brings in here the truth ot election (v. 
48, last clause). At Antioch in Pisidia 
it is discovered that not all the Gentiles 
will believe. That was a long time ago, 
but many pulpits even today are blindly 
preaching universal conversion, of which 
there have never been any indications in 
all time. 


PrayER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for the 
Russian Refugee Mission (1 Rue Jacques 
Offenbach, Paris VII, France); for Mr. 
G. Urban, in charge; for newly born- 
again boys and girls; for M. Rogosin 
preaching to life-weary Russian aristo- 
crats settled on the Riviera; for all Gos- 
pel work among the Russian “diaspora.” 
Thurs.—Isaiah 55:1-7. The Universal Call. 

In Paul’s sermon at Antioch in Pisidia 
he quotes from verse 3, and argues that 
the nature of these “mercies,” trans- 
lated also “promises,” is such that they 
could not be sure to one who had only 
mortal life. He must have eternal life, 





and resurrection imparts that life. The 
greatest promise to David was that he 





If not, am I willing to let him show me | 
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The Scroll of the Law 


The most sacred thing in 


Judaism. Christ read his 


introductory message from the Scroll in the Synagogue. 
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The price of the Scroll is so cents, and THB CHOSEN PEOPLE is 50 

Mr. Cohn’s autobiography is 30 cents. Send us $1.00 and 

ou ALL and enter your name fora year's subscription 
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Picture is one-fifth actual size of Scroll we will 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO THE JEWS, Inc. ,27#"°9F Av: 


roeklyn, New York 





(2 Sam. 7:16, 25). This heir had now 
risen from the dead, and hence Paul and 
Barnabas could boldly sound out this 
“universal call.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Faith Mountain Mission conducted by 
Martin J. and Ruth J. Perry at Kings- 
port, Tenn.; for all mountain Gospel 
work, 


Fri—Luke 4: 14-22. The Gospel of Liberty. 


“The instant the Son of God cried out 
on his torturing cross ‘It is finished,’ that 
instant every man who was or ever should 
be in him through faith, was set free. 
Whether he believed it’or not, whether 
it has yet affected his inner life or not, 
he is set free from the slave mastership 
of sin’ (Rom. 6: 22).—James H. Mc- 
Conkey, in “The Way of Victory” (free 
from Silver Publishing Society, Bessemer 
Bldg., Pittsburgh). 


PRAYER SuGcestions: Pray for Miss 
Dorothy Wright, working among African 
Mohammedans in the French Sudan, 
North Nigeria (Sudan Interior Mission, 
366 Bay St., Toronto, Can.), and for 
all the work of this Mission; for its ex- 
pansion and the supply of all needs. 


Sat.—John 17: 18-26. Prayer for Unity. 


Into his prayer for the unity of be- 
lievers our Lord makes the remarkable 
statement of verse 19, “For their sakes 
I ‘sanctify myself.” A believer’s only 
holiness is his indwelling Lord. For our 
sakes he separated himself, he gave up 
the glory he had with the Father to take 
upon himself the form of a servant. He 
perfectly identified himself with man, 
“wherefore in all things it behooved him 
to be made like unto his brethren, that 
he might be a merciful and faithful high 
priest” (Heb. 2:17). No wonder that 
the Christ-indwelt ones are necessary one 
for the other. 


PraYER SuccEsTIONS: Pray for Raodun 
Gap-Nacoochee School in the Blue Ridge 
region of Georgia and the Carolinas, 
which deals with mountain conditions as 
an economic problem, where the boys and 
girls give two days’ work a week on the 
farm for their tuition; for the supply of 
needs (John Knox Coit, Academic Super- 
intendent, Rabun Gap, Ga.). 


Sun.—Psalm 72 : 6-13. 
Reign of the Righteous King. 
There is a great deal of preaching now 
about the coming of the kingdom, where- 
by the preachers mean the conversion 
of the world. But the kingdom will only 
be set up forcibly in judgment by him 
who has “the ‘key of David” (Rev. 3: 
7). David, in writing this Psalm for 
Solomon, is picturing the glories and ex- 
tent of Messiah’s reign on earth. There 
are no indications in current history of. 
his coming like the rain on the new-mown 
hay (v. 6); of universal righteousness or 
enduring peace (v. 7) ; of the needy being 
delivered and the oppressor driven out. 
But there are indications of a collapse of’ 
civilization that can be cured only by 
the coming of the King. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray. for the 
Interior India Mission, Inc., Bahraich, 
U. P. India, forty miles from the northern 
frontier, forty miles from closed Nepal; 
for God to break down caste, and the 
“Purdah system,” which imprisons sixty 
million of India’s daughters in secluded 
harems (Mrs. Wm. Evans, Home Sec- 
retary, 226 South Randolph St., Indian- 
apolis). 








should have an eternal heir to his throne | 


NSTILL the funda- 

mental truths of the 
Bible in your Church 
School, by using STANDARD 
Graded Lessons, the courses 
of outstanding superiority. 


FREE 
Prospectus 


No other Graded or Uniform 
Courses like STANDARD— 
built squarely on the Bible, 
out meeting every present- 
day need in the solving of 





today’s problems. You will 
want this prospectus. Send 
for it today. 
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How to Raise Money 


Church societies ‘and ‘others make more money 
selling Demaree Christmas Card and Christmas 
Letter Assortment Boxes. ‘Khe Christmas Letter 
Assortment x—something new and quite 
different — sells better than cards. Write today. 


DEMAREE STATIONERY COMPANY 
908 WALNUT STREET, KANSAS CITY — 


' THIS IS A TIME 


TO EXERCISE CARE with regard to the education 
of your son or daughter. : 

CARE as to the moral and spiritual influence upon 
the student. 

CARE as to the scholastic standing of the institution. 

CARE as to the necessary expenditure to attain these 





nds. 
If these matters concern you write to 
JUNIATA COLLEGE, Huntingdon, Pa. 
Fall ‘l'erm opens September 14. 





In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the ad- 
vertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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tart Right for the 
New Sunday School Year 


OIN thousands of other Sunday Schools in the big task of “ Keeping 
the Bible in the Bible School” by using STANDARD church school sup 


Promotion and 
Rally Days 


HE greatest days of the 

church school year. Make 

them the most memorable 
with the NEW 1931 Standard 
programs for Promotion and Ral- 
ly Days; new souvenirs; new 
promotion certificates in color ; 
awards ; six new invitation post 
cards; new complete services ; 
tags; new music ;— everything 
you need to make Promotion 
and Rally Days big successes. 
Send for Promotion and Rally 
Day Catalog, and Samples. Re- 
member, everything Bible Cen- 
tered ! 


New—Songs for 
Primary Children 


Sixty num- 
bers in this 
collecti n, 
most of 
which are 
new. In- 
cluded area 
number of 
the old 
songs which 
children 
love to sing. 
Cover Wor- 
ship and 
Praise; 
Greetings ; 
Birthdays; 
Offering; Missions; Easter; Christ- 
mas ; Patriotism ; Thanksgiving. Price 
50 cents. Returnable copy on request. 


Bible Story 


Readers 























Nothing has 
ever been pre- 
pared which 
gave to chil- 
dren from five 
to eleven years 
of age more 
genuine pleas- 
ure and hap- 
piness than 
this set of 
books. Beau- 
tiful- beyond 
words, fitted 
to the age and 
abilities of the 
child, these six volumes are the last 
word in Bible Story Literature. Illus- 
trated profusely in color, beautifully 
bound in cloth. ~ Send for prospectus. 








Service 


Catalog 


One of the most 
interesting cata- 
logs you ever re- 
ceived, brimfui of 
everything that 
you need to make 
your church 
school a big suc 
cess. Write for this catalog. 
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plies. 


Everything centered on the Bible. Nothing finer ever offered 


to make your church school outstanding in your —— Start Right 


for the New Church School Year. 


Now Introduced for 1931—The NEW 


Attendance Record and Reward 
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Different and unusual. 
the children. 


Biblical. 





Souvenir Card ; 


Playlet ; 




















Educational. 


Unique. 
Children will keep this record. Cards, 83x10 inches.: 
ance recorded with gold stars. Days absent with red stars. At end of 
quarter card becomes property of child. Start with this new Attendance 
Record and Reward October Ist. 


36 cts. per Set of 12 Cards. 


Something which will immediately appeal to 
Finest attendance record ever offered. 
full color with Biblical masterpieces. 


12 cards printed in 
Inspirational. 
Attend- 


Gold or Red Stars 10 cts. per 100 








Music for All 
Special Days 


Complete listing in the 
Service Catalog. Every oc- 
casion needs special music. 
Standard can supply your 
every need at surprisingly 
low prices. 








Bible Centered 


Every article prepared for church or 
church school work by STAND- 
ARD is built to a single purpose 
—to teach the Bible. 
purpose of your school, you need 
STANDARD supplies. 


lf this is the 
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8th & CUTTER STREETS 


Rally Day 
15 new birthday cards; New cards 
for Easter, Children’s Day, Christmas Day, Christmas 
a Calendar for 1932 ; Standard-Christmas Book 

No. 2; A new Christmas Playlet ; A New Rally Serv- 
ice ; New Mothers’ Day Book ; ‘New Mothers’ Day 
Succeseful Christian Endeavor Prayer Meet- 
ings ; Gospel Quartettes for Men ; Sacred Music for 
Male Quartettes ; ; Concert Quartettes for men, and a 
host of. other items. Get acquainted with this great 
galaxy of new materials. 


Study this List of NEW 1931 Materials 


Aside from the new items shown on this page, 
Standard presents a large number of new and wanted 
features for the church and church school including 
6 new Graded Rally Day Post Cards; 
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Gifts, Awards, 


and Souvenirs 


Nothing is more pleasing 
to the child than a gift or 
an award. Here they are 
in profusion, for every need, 
at any price you care to 
pay. 


October 1 begins the new Sunday School 
Year. ... Order Your New Supplies Now 


Don’t wait until the last minute. 
Listed on this page are a number of items that you will want. 
Make up your order today and send it in to us. 
shipment whenever you indicate. 


Get your order together now. 


Prices are 
We will make 


But, to get the best service, and relieve 


Dept. SS 


yourself of last minute worry, mail your order right now! 


...+ THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO.... 


CINCINNATI, OHIO 















(Lesson for Sept. 6) AUGUST 22, 1931 


Stories 


ursery Class 


Answers church 
school’s greatest 
problem—-the Nur- 
sery group. Con- 
tains. every thimg-to 
make this'work 
complete. Teach- 

8 book gives 52 
lessons ; children’s 


story papers, in full 
color, one for each 


~— child each —— 
12 large pictures in color.for class:wor 


Returnable Set Sent on Approval 


Examine this. New Nursery Course. 
Teacher’s Book $1.50 per copy ; Chil- 
dren’s papers 50 cents per set of 52; 
Class pictures 75 cents per set of 12. 


New — Handwork 
for Little Beginners 
nw Sate nea 


Lillie A. Faris 
has produced 
just what teach- 
ers of littlechil- 
dreneverywhere 
have been seek- 
ing. Some thing 
simple which 
the child can do. 
For children 
from threeto six 
years of age. 

Fifty-two out- 
line pictures to 
color. 52 bits of 
verse on God’s gifts to children. Keeps 
the fittle tots busy and happy while 
teaching lessons of God’s care and love. 
Complete set in folder 35 cents each. 


New—JuniorW orship 


By Ada Rose 
Demerest.Con- 
tains wonder- 
fully interest- 
ing programs 
for 52 Junior 
Worship serv- 
ices, filled with 
timely, atten- 
mae tion - holding 

Pe messages, 
songs, and sto- 
ties. Complete- 
ly indexed so 
that selection 
_of program to 
fit any special 
occasion is 
easy. Each 
program is 
about twenty 
minutes long and is introductory to the 
lesson. ao poe department needs 
one of these fine books. Price, $1.75 
per copy. 


Plans 
for the I 
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Again Lillie'A. 
Faris has dem- 
onstrated her 
understan ding 
of the needs of 
the child. [One 
of the most 
complete books 
ever published 
on the subject 
of sand tables 
and their uses in teaching. This book 
makes every teacher an expert in dem- 
onstration with a sand table. $1 
per copy. 
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